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Educators over the nation have been eyeing with increasing 
concern the rapid growth of the nation's population since the 
termination of the Second World War . With this rapid growth many 
pr oblems arise. Among these problems are those which vitally affect 
the educational institutions of the nation. What will be the magni-
tude of future enrollments? What will be the future demand as 
related to the physical plant, student housing, or supply of 
academic persoTu""lel? Further, how will all this affect academic 
standards? Last but not least, how will all this be financed? 
El ementary and secondary schools have been experiencL""lg and 
will continue to experience the effects of increased enrollments . 
Institutions of higher education are now at the threshold of 
rapidly enlarged enrollments . 
In a report prepared by Ronald B. Thompson, Ohio State 
University Registrar, The Impending Tidal Wave of Students , for the 
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions 
Officers, the prediction was made that f or every three students now 
attending high school, there will be four in 1960; and by 1965 there 
will be five. College enrollments are expected to be over f our 
million by 1970. Thus, by 1970 there will be two college students 
for every student now attending. This report also predicted a 
44 per cent increase in the college age population (18-21) over 1953 
for Kansas by 1970 . 
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From the numerous reports which are being prepared and published 
concerning enrollments in higher education on national and state 
levels, one can deterraine only vaguely and without certainty the 
probable increase in enrollment for a specific institution since 
most institutions draw a large part of their students from a small 
area when compared with the state or national reports. 
opulation is heavily concentrated in some areas while in 
other areas the population is sparse . The rate of migration into 
the various areas differs greatly. The types of economic activit ies 
in a given area deterrnine to a great extent the expansion or con-
traction of the population movement since people move in response 
to economic stimuli and cannot live apart from the economic organi-
zation from -which they derive their livelihood. Birth rates vary 
from area to area. The degree of emphasis on and the opportunity 
for higher education varies from locality to locality . Thus, from 
the above-mentioned and numerous other reasons, one cannot as sume 
from a report based on state or national trends that a comparable 
increase will occur for a specific institution. 
Purpose of Study. The primary concern of this study is to 
determine the trends in population and in the enrollment of Fort 
Hays Kansas State College from the fifty-one County Area. The 
future enrollment Fort Hays Kansas State College might expect from 
the geographical area which is considered by thi s study as being 
its potential source of student supply is dependent upon these 
trends. If the future enrollment can be determined within a 
reasonable degree of accuracy, the answers to the other problems 
that accompany an expanding institution will not seem so illusive . 
Brief History of Fort Hays Kansas State College.1 Fort Hays 
Kansas State College is located near the city of Hays, Ellis County, 
in the northwestern part of the Northern Low Plains . The college and 
its lands was once the Fort Hays Y.d.litary Reservation which was 
abandoned in 1889. People of the area as early as 1889, who were 
faced with the problems of establishing homes and farms on the 
western plains of Kansas , were seel:ing ways of making the best use 
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of the land and providing educational opportunities for their children. 
House Current Resolution Number Two which was introduced in 
the Kansas Legislature of 189.5 requested an Act of' Congres s to be 
passed for the transfer of the Fort Hays Military Reservation to 
the State of Kansas . The purpose of the Act was to establish a 
western branch of the Kansas State AgribLltural College, a western 
branch of the Kansas State Nonnal Institute, and a public park . 
Congress passed legislation in 1900 granting the abandoned 
Fort Hays l ilitary Reservation to the State of Kansas for the purpose 
of establishing an Experiment Station of the Kansas State Agri-
cultural College, a western branch of the State Nonrral School, and a 
public park . The Kansas Legislature accepted this grant in 1901. 
In 1914 Congress passed legislation providing for the 
establishment of a separate school instead of a branch of the State 
1Fort Hays Kansas State College Budget, Fiscal Year 19.57 
(Unpublished data) . pp . 2- 3 . 
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Normal School . In 1915 the Kansas Legislature accepted the provisions 
of the Act of Congress . 
In the mandate of the Act of Congress, Kansas is t o establish 
and maintain perpetually the institutions designated by the Act on 
the land g-ranted to it by the Federal Government. Fort Hays Kansas 
State College was allocated 4,164 acres. Fort Hays Kansas State 
College is the only State college in the western two-thirds of the 
State of Kansas and is the only accredited four-year college in 
the western half of the State . 
On June 1, 1903, this college was opened under the name of 
the Western Branch o.f the State Normal School. The school was lmown 
as the Western State Normal School in 1906 . In 1914 the name of 
the school was changed to Fort Hays Kansas State Norrrral School, and 
:L.~ 1915 it became independent of the State Normal School at Emporia. 
Again in 1922 the name was changed to Kc1sas State Teacher's College 
of Hays; and fLDally in 1931 the name of the institution became 
Fort Hays Kansas State College, its present name. 
The first Bachelor's Degrees were offered in 1911. In 1930 
the first I aster's Degrees were offered . Thus, from the grant made 
by the Federal Government, the college has grown from a branch of 
the State Normal School to an independent Normal School, then t o a 
Teacher's College, and finally to a Liberal Arts College. The 
enrollment has grown steadily, and the services provided to the 
people of Western Kansas have increased through the years since 
the establishment of the college . During the past few years, Fort 
Hays Kansas State College has had greater enrollment increases 
percentage-wise than the other state schools. 
Selection of .Area. The selection of the fifty-one counties 
of Kansas which comprise the area of this study was made by two 
different methods . First, the counties of Kansas which contributed 
less than an average of five students per year covering the period 
1929-30 through 1954-55 were eliminated . Second, the renaining 
counties which contributed less than .5 per cent of their 18-24 
year old age group in 1940 and 1950 were eliminated . Thus, the 
remaining counties comprise the area with which this study is 
concerned. Figure II on page 14 outlines this area which represents 
approximately twenty-eight million acres or 54 per cent of the 
area of the state . 
Organization of Study. Since the dominant economic activity 
of Kansas is agriculture and the inhabitants of a given area are 
dependent upon the economic activities of that area, Chapter II 
presents a general background of the area with the emphasis being 
placed on agriculture . 
An analysis of the population trends of the 51-County Area i s 
made in Chapter I I I to determine a basis for the future population 
of the area . Data pertaining to the United States and Kansas 
population trends is also presented so a comparison can be made to 
show the diff erence between the areas . 
Chapter IV is devoted to a study of the past enrollment 
t rends in higher educational institutions for the United States, 
Kansas , and the 51- County .Area for the purpose of detemining 
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a basis for the projection of the future enrollment contributions 
to Fort Hays Kansas State College from the 51-County Area. 
The future enrollment contributions of the 51-County Area to 
Fort Hays Kansas State College is determined in Chapter V from a 
projection of the student supply (18-24) :in Kansas to 1970. 
Chapter VI contains the summary and conclusions derived 
from the study. 
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CHAPTER II 
GENERAL BACKGROUND OF AREA 
I. ECONOMIC ACTIVITY OF KANSAS 
Agriculture has been the dominant economic activity of the 
Kansas economy since the state was first settled. Host of the other 
economic activities of the state are either di.Tectly or indirectly 
dependent on agriculture . The processing, transportation, and 
distribution of farm products are directly related to the farm 
production of the area. :Hanufacturing, service, and trade are 
primarily concerned with providine for the demands of agricultural 
activity . The size and location of the communities reflect this 
dependence on agricultural demands. As one progresses farther west, 
this fact becomes more apparent. 
The 1950 income data prepared by the Department of Commerce 
notes that 19.7 per cent of the state's income payments came from 
agriculture, 15.8 per cent from government payments, 11.6 per cent 
from manufacturing payrolls, 23.h per cent from trade and service, 
and lesser amounts from other sources. 2 It is reasonable to assume 
that most of the income payments arising out of e;overriJtJ.ent pa;yments 
and out of the service and trade functions were derived from ta.~ 
payments and services directly related to and dependent on agriculture. 
2Survey of Current Business, "State Income Payments in 195011 
(United States Department of Commerce, August, 1951), p. 16. 
Also, a substantial portion of the income from the manufactured 
products which made it possible for the payroll payments is 
indirectly dependent upon the agriculturai activity of the state. 
The rate of population mobility in Kansas is influenced by 
the instability of agriculture and the drought cycles. The average 
annual rainfall for Kansas is 27 • .5 inches. Since t he development 
of power fanning and improved methods of dry-land farming which are 
extensively used in Kansas, the size of the farms have increased 
while the number of farms have decreased . In 1930 the Kansas State 
Board of Agriculture reported a total of 166,042 farms in Kansas 
-while in 1950 the number of farms had decreased to 131,394. This 
loss of 34,648 farms over the twenty year period represents 21 per 
cent of the 1930 total (Table 1, page~) . The avera6e size of the 
farms in 1930 was 282.9 acres. By 1950 the average size of the 
farms had increased to 370 acres. The increase in the size of 
farms in the western half of Kansas is even greater . 
The value of all crops produced in Kansas for 1952 was 
$944,554,000 with wheat being the dominating cash crop. The wheat 
harvest of 307 million bushels in 1952 was the most ever produced 
by any state in the history of the nation. The value of the live-
stock and poultry produced in the same year was $571,890,000 which 
was also an all-time high for the state .3 Table I on page 9 shows 
the state swnrnary of selected statistics referrinb to crops and live-
stock production in Kansas. 
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3Biennial Report of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
1951-52 (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Department, 1953), p. 321. 
TABLE I 
CROP AND LI1IBSTOCK SUMJ.vJ.ARY FOR KANSAS 
Description 1930 1935 1940 1945 19.50 
Acres Harvested: 
Wheat ll,773,015 6,59.5,350 8,857,000 13,416,000 12,280,000 
Corn 6,544,478 5,339,126 2,647,000 2,981,000 2,625,000 
Oats, Barley Rye 1,983,380 2,367,614 2,757,000 1,432,000 1,256,000 
Sorghums 1,760,073 4,321,535 4,108,000 2,877,000 3,022,000 
Hay 2,008,487 2,06L~,822 1,660,000 1,763,000 1,950,000 
Alfalfa Seed 44,157 .57,600 no,ooo 178,000 44,000 
Sugar Beets 5,300 8,400 10,251 5,200 8,500 
Livestock: 
Cattle 2,7.51,656 2,857,6.54 2,928,000 4,231,000 3,627,000 
Sheep 349,445 4.51,752 690,000 1,39.5,ooo 796,000 
Hogs 1,476,251 671,810 1,519,000 1,336,000 1,253,000 
Population 1,851,024 1,845,194 1,778,248 1,793,066 1,904,.584 
Average Size of 
Farms (Acres) 282.9 275 308.2 344.1 370 
Number of Farms 166,042 174,589 156,327 141,298 131,394 
*Source: Selected statistics from the Biennial Reports of the Kansas State Board of Agri-
culture, 1929-30, 1935-36, 1939-40, 1945-46, 1949-SO (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State --
Printing Office) United States Census of Agriculture, "Kansas, Statistics for Counties," 
1930, 1935, 1940, 194.5, 1950 (Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census: United States 
Government Printi..~g Office) Vol. 1, Part 13. 
*Since the majority of the tables of this study are assembled from data presented in numerous 
sources, the author has chosen to present the footnotes in a general fashion where this has 
occurred as a matter of convenience. 
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A major economic activity which has been gaining rapidly in 
Kansas is the oil and gas development. Kansas ranks filth among the 
oil producing states of the nation. 
TABLE II 
LARGEST OIL PRODUCING COUNTIES 
I N KANSAS DURING 1951 
Rank Co1mty Producing Production 
Acreage (Barrels) 
1 Barton 95,490 18,956,122 
2 Russell 77,~.50 12,959,676 
3 Ellis 43,810 11,694,249 
4 Rice 66,190 9,503,159 
5 Butler 86,ooo 7,567,782 
6 Rooks 31,140 7,088,170 
7 Stafford 44,100 6,336,930 
Source: State Geological Survev of Kansas, 
Bulletin 97 (University of Kansas Publications, 
September,1952), p. 11. 
Oil production for 1951 totaled 113,912,366 barrels representing a 
value of $292,754,781. The major oil producing areas are located 
in the central part of Kansas . Natural gas production in the same 
year was 407 billion cubic feet with the Hugoton Area, located in 
the extreme southwestern corner of the state, accounting for 91 per 
cent of the state I s total production. Natural gas liquids totaled 
175.2 million gallons . The crude oil, natural gas , and natural 




OIL AND GAS AREA MAP 
' 
[IIIl Hugoton Gas Area General Oil Area 
Source: State Geological Survey of Kansas Bulletin 91,, (University of Kansas 
Publications, September, 1952), p:-6 . ' ----
-
dollars to the state ' s total income . Figure I on page 11 outlines 
the general areas of oil and gas production in Kansas.4 
TABLE III 
GAS WELLS DRILLED Il HUGOTON 
GAS AREA, BY COUNTY 
County During Total 
1951 To Date 
Finney 71 220 
Grant 64 525 
Hamilton 8 13 
Haskell 29 272 
Kearney ss 377 
horton 60 203 
Seward 49 21h 
Stanton 24 177 
Stevens 12 692 
Total 318 2,693 
Source: State Geolofical Survey of 
Kansas, Bulletin 97 University of 
Kansas Publications, September, 1952), 
p . 32. 
4state Geological Survey of Kansas, Bulletin 97 (University 
of Kansas Publications, September, 1952), p. 10 . 
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II. NATURAL REGIONS WITHIN AREA.5 
In order to analyze the various economic activities and the 
population trends with a view of predicting the future student supply, 
the 51-County Area of the study has been divided into six smaller 
regions which are based on the natural features and resources of the 
regions . Thus, the aim has been to form "natural regions" in which 
the general topography and activities of the populace are essentially 
the same . Figure II on page 14 outlines the six regions in the 
51-County Area . 
Northern High Plains. The Northern High Plains contains 10 
counties located in the extreme northwestern part of the state with 
an area of approximately 6.5 million acres. This region represents 
about 12 per cent of the area of the state and approximately 23 per 
cent of the 51-County Area. 
The Northern High Plains is a part of the Great High Plains 
Region. Gently rolling prairie is the general topogrci)hy of this 
area. The soil is composed of fine sands and silt of the Colby silt 
loams deposited by winds in the past . The average annual raLnfall is 
20 . 0 inches . 
Large-scale farming of wheat is the predominant agricultural 
activity with livestock raising as a subordinate to crop production. 
5Econornic Survey of Kansas , (Saint Louis, Missouri: General 
Commercial Engineering Department, Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company, May, 1930) , pp . 34-64. 
FIGURE II 
51-COUNTY AREA AND SUB-AREAS 
PLAINS 
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A considerable acreage is left in native grasses. Before the 1930 1 s, 
corn acreage competed with wheat; but since that time, it has steadily 
declined and has been replaced by sorghum crops. Approximately 12 per 
cent of the state 1 s wheat acreage is represented in this area along 
with 12 per cent of the sorghum acreage ( Table IV, page 16) • About 
11 per cent of the sheep and 7 per cent of the cattle are in the 
Northern High Plains . 
The number of farms has decreased from 10,108 in 1930 to 
7,307 in 1950. Thus, a loss of 2,801 farrns represents 28 per cent 
of the 1930 number. The farm size has increased from an average of 
617.4 acres in 1930 to 857.4 acres in 1950, or 39 per cent over 1930. 
There has been some oil and gas activity, especially in the 
east central part of the region. Oil has been recently discovered 
in Cheyerme County. Oil and gas development has not influenced 
greatly t..he general economic activity of the Northern High Plains. 
The population of this region decreased from 65,485 in 1930 to 
55,376 in 1954 with only two counties, Thomas and Log~7., gaining by 
580 inhabitants. The loss of 10,109 is 15 per cent of the 1930 
population. The largest town in each county reported by the Kansas 
State Board of Agriculture in 1952 is as follows: 
County To1m Population 
Cheyenne St. Fra.7.cis 1,442 
Decatur Oberlin 2,049 
Gove Quinter 746 
Graham Hill City 1,525 
Logan Oakley 2,009 
Rawlins Atwood 1,629 
Sheridan Hoxie 1,132 
Sherman Goodland 4,463 
Thomas Colby 3,660 
Trego Wakeeney 2,252 
TABLE IV 
CROP MID LIVESTOCK SUMMARY FOR NORTHERN HIGH PLAINS 
Description 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 % of 
State 
.Acres Harvested: 
Wheat 1,773,246 239,273 799,330 1,774,000 1,627,000 11.7 
Corn 646,988 958,753 178,800 125,600 65,280 9.8 
Oats, Barley, Rye 305,872 262,075 328,687 141,920 50,530 11.1 
Sorghums 161,660 660,158 520,420 290,490 295,630 12.0 
Hay 36,365 49,526 35,450 26,860 38,550 2.0 
.Alfalfa Seed 1,721 1,474 1,400 3,720 1.9 
Sugar Beets 
Livestock: 
Cattle 181,821 2ll,798 159,970 346,600 308,800 7.4 
Sheep 35,900 2\ , 748 37,040 171,900 130,100 10.9 
Hogs 107,331 41,701 64,710 66,250 66,870 5.5 
Population 65,485 69,057 58,069 51,503 56,468 
Average Size of 
Farms (Acres) 617 .4 602.9 683.7 847 .2 857 -4 
Number of Farms 10,108 10,360 9,067 7,370 7,307 
Source: Selected statistics from the Biennial Reports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, I-' °' 1929-30, 1935-36, 1939-40, 1945-46, 1949-50 (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) 
United States Census of Agriculture, 11Kansas, Statistics for Counties, 11 1930, 1935, 1940, 1945, 
1950 (Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census: United States Government Printing Office) 
Vol. 1, Part 13. 
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High Plains Grazing. The High Plains Grazing region consists 
of 5 counties located in the extreme western part of the state with 
a land area of approximately 3 million acres. This region represents 
5 per cent of the state's area and 10 per cent of the 51-County Area. 
This region is also a part of the Great High Plains Region 
with generally level uplands and roughly eroded valleys. Rainfall 
is light and variable with periods of extended droughts being common. 
The average annual rainfall is 18 .9 inches. The soils are predomin-
antly of the wind-blown type and are adapted to wheat growing if 
sufficient moisture is available. Improved methods of dry-land 
farming have helped alleviate to some extent the hazards of crop 
production. Large areas of native grasses are lef t for grazing. 
Cat tle and sheep raising are the important agricultural 
activities, although large acreages of wheat and sorghums are common 
in the acreages devoted to crop production. Sheep in this r egion 
account for 9 per cent of the state's total and have increased from 
9,918 in 1930 to 126,900 in 1950. Cattle producti on has r emained 
relatively constant and represents about 2 per cent o: the state 's 
total (Table V, page 18). Three per cent of the state's wheat 
acreage and 6 per cent of the sorghum acreage are in the High Plains 
Grazing region. 
Irrigation has been utilized to some extent in the southern 
part along the Arkansas River, and the sugar beet acreage in Hamilton 
and Kearney counties represent about 15 per cent of the state's 
total. Deep-well irrigation is also being developed in this area. 
TABLE V 
CROP AND LIVESTOCK SUBMARY FOR HIGH PLAINS GRAZING 
Description l930 l93.5 l940 l94.5 l950 % of 
State 
Acres Harvested: 
Wheat l 99.,676 6.,394 l .52.,170 532.,000 602.,000 2.8 
Corn 103, 706 l00,849 10.,300 5,550 2., 240 1.1 
Oats, Barley., Rye 86.,087 46.,520 63,970 31,850 6, 840 2.4 
Sorghums 67 ,L~31 243,235 271,990 156.,530 196,620 .5 .8 
Hay 18,187 23,741 30,490 12,610 10,440 1.0 
Alfalfa Seed 2.,658 2,683 2,670 3,240 2.6 
Sugar Beets 779 1,380 1,169 810 1.,470 14.9 
Livestock: 
Cattle 66, 529 .52, _56c., 39,070 92,.500 84,700 2. 0 
Sheep 9,918 2.5,640 33,6.50 139.,010 126,900 9.1 
Hogs 13,691 .5,906 ll,300 ll,260 11,750 0.9 
Population 12,226 13,969 10,862 10,203 13,968 
Average Size of 
Farms (Acres) 778.1 803.1 1,121.7 1,572.3 1,376.7 
Number of Farms 1,973 2,21.5 1,782 1,368 1,592 
Source: Sel~cted statistics from the Biennial Reports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, I-' 
1929-30, 1935-36, 1939-40, 1945-46, 1949-50 (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) co 
United States Census of Agricult ure, "Kansas, Statistics for Counties," 1930, 1935, 1940, 1945, 
1950 (Department of Commerce, Dureau of Census: United States Government Printing Office) 
Vol. 1, Part 13. 
The number of farms has decreased to 1,592 in 1950 or 20 per 
cent since 1930. The average size of the farms has increased from 
778.1 acres in 1930 to 1,376.7 acres in 1950. This increase of 
598.6 acres is 76 per cent over the 1930 average farm size. 
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All of the counties with the exception of Wallace County gained 
slightly in population. In 1930 the population of t he Hi gh Plains 
Grazing region was 12,ll6 and 13,222 in 1954. The increase of 996 
inhabitants is 8 per cent of the 1930 population. The largest town 
in each county in 1952 which was reported by the Kansas State Board of 
Agriculture is as f ollo·ws: 
County Town Population 
Greeley Tribune 975 
Hamilton Syracuse 1,673 
Kearney Lald.n 1, 186 
Wallace Sharon Springs 1,025 
Wichita Leoti 1,206 
Southwestern High Plains. Approx..i.rnately 6 million acres or 
ll per cent of the state's land area is in the Southwestern Hi gh 
Plains which includes 11 counties located in the southwestern part 
of the ~!heat Belt. This region also represents about 21 per cent 
of the 51-Ccunty Area. 
The region is a link between the Northern High Plains and the 
High Plains of the Oklahoma and Texas panhandles. The average annual 
rainfall is 19.4 inches. The soils are composed of the Sumriit and 
Colby silt loams in the northern part of the region, while in the 
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southern part the soils are of the sandy Richfield series. Since the 
topography is generally level and improved methods of dry-land farming 
have been developed, large-scale power farming of wheat and sorghums 
are the predominant agricultural activity supplemented by livestock 
raising. The production of corn, oats, barley, and r ye has steadily 
declined; and the sorghum crop production has increased, even at the 
eA'Pense of some wheat acreage. Approximately 15 per cent of t he 
state's total acreage in wheat and sorghums is in the Southwestern 
High Plains . 
Sheep production has steadily increased and represents 16 per 
cent of the state's production while the cattle production is 7 per 
cent. 
There has been an increased development of irrigation in the 
vicinity of Scott City and Garden City. Improvements in deep-well 
equipment and a source of cheap fuel from the Hugoton Gas Area has 
enabled the expansion of the irrigation areas . Irrigation will 
probably become increasingly :iJnportant in the future . Sugar beets 
and alfalfa are important crops in the irrigated areas although in 
certain areas, farmers are irrigating feed crops and wheat. Sugar 
beet and alfalfa seed production account for 74 per cent and 5 per 
cent, respectively, of the state's acreage in these two crops. 
The number of farms has decreased from 8,340 in 1930 to 6,326 in 
1950 (Table VI, page 21). This is a loss of 2,014 fa.rm~ or 24 per 
cent of the 1930 number. The average size of the farw~ has increased 
from 659 .4 acres in 1930 to 927 .2 acres in 1950 which represents an 
increase of 267.8 acres per farm or a 40 per cent increase. 
TABLE VI 
CROP AND LIVESTOCK SUMMARY FOR SOUTHWESTERN HIGH PLAINS 
Description 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 % of 
State 
Acres Harvested: 
wneat 2,164,279 529,966 1,095,050 2,448,000 1,770,000 15 .1 
Corn 194,240 218,137 12,900 5,350 1,860 2.1 
Oats, Barley, Rye 120,228 72,673 213,040 89,010 12,~.40 5. 2 
Sorghums 232,892 867,920 479,960 360,450 505,220 15.g 
Hay 49,l.ill 54,616 47,040 26,560 35,260 2. 3 
Alfalfa Seed 3,106 3,559 4,050 9,950 60 4.8 
Sugar Beets 4,171 .5,920 7,701 4,000 5,960 73 .7 
Livestock: 
Cattle 170,656 144, 806 119,110 356,600 286,000 6.6 
Sheep ll,709 16,735 22,210 345,410 1.57,930 16.0 
Hogs 35,188 13,418 23,580 29,320 26, 960 2.1 
Population 73, .570 73,582 64, 934 66, .596 79, 208 
Average Size of 
Farms (Acres) 659 .4 634 .1 74.5 .1 885 • .5 927 .2 
Number of Farms 8,340 8, 823 8,0.51 6,781 6, 326 
Source: Selected statistics from the Biennial Reports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
1929-30, 1935-36, 1939-40, 1945-46, 1949-50 (Topeka, Kansas : Kansas State Printing Office) 
United States Census of Agriculture, "Kansas, Statistics for Counties," 1930, 1935, 1940, 1945, 
1950 (Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census : United States Government Printing Office) 
Vol. 1 , Part 13 . 
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The over-all population increase of 7,100 inhabitants was 
mainly due to the increases in Finney and Seward count ies which was 
influenced by the Hugoton Gas Area along with increased oil activity 
and the increased development of irrigation. The population increased 
from 73,570 in 1930 to 80,670 in 1954. Six of the eleven counties 
lost in population, but the Southwestern High Plains region as a 'Whole 
had a 10 per cent population increase over 1930. 
Garden City is competing with Dodge City in population growth. 
The largest tovm in 1952 for each county is as follows: 
County To-wn Population 
Finney Garden City 10,018 
Ford Dodge City 10,577 
Grant Ulysses 2,198 
Gray Cimarron 1,237 
Haskell Satanta 862 
Hodgeman Jetmore 1,034 
Lane Dighton 1,353 
Meade Meade 1,725 
Ness Ness City 1,673 
Scott Scott City 3,125 
Seward Liberal 8,375 
Western Corn Belt. Approximately 6 per cent of the area of -----
the state or 3 million acres comprises the Western Corn Belt which 
contains 6 counties located in the extreme north central portion of 
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the state . This region represents about 11 per cent of the 51-County 
Area. As one progresses from the east to the west, the topography 
changes gradually from rolling prairie to the level treeless plains 
country. The soils are predominantly of the silt loams deposited 
by wind action and resemble those of the High Plains. In the eastern 
part of the region, a belt of sandier soils derived from the Dakota 
sandstones will be found . The average annual rainfall is 25.4 inches. 
The Western Corn Belt received its name from the production 
of corn in years past; but for the past few years, corn production 
has rapidly decreased although a_t-1prox:imately 15 per cent of the 
state's corn acreage is located in this area. Wheat acreage has 
increased since the 1930 1 s and represents about 5 per cent of the 
state's acreage . Another important crop is the alfalfa seed produced 
in this region along with the hay crops. Approximately 14 per cent 
of the state ' s acreage devoted to the production of alfalfa seed is 
in the Western Corn Belt (Table VII, page 24) . Sorghum acreage has 
increased in the past few years and is 6 per cent of the state's 
acreage . Acreages devoted to oats, barley , and r ye represent 8 per 
cent of the state's acreage. 
As might be expected from the predominance of feed crops in 
this area, raising of livestock is important . Of the state's hog 
production, 11 per cent is found i n the Western Corn Belt along with 
6 per cent of the state's cattle. 
Since 1930 the nu.Jnber of farms has decreased from 12,936 
to 9, 032 in 1950 which is a loss of 3,904 farms or 30 per cent. The 
average size of the farms i n the Western Corn Belt has increased 
TABLE VII 
CROP AND LIVESTOCK SlJ1vfi'.1ARY FOR WESTERN CORN BELT 
Description · 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 % of 
State 
Acres Harvested: 
Wheat 508, 243 290,417 548, 770 705,000 750, 000 5.3 
Corn 933, 863 823, 546 253 , 500 575,600 390,800 14.8 
Oats, Barley , Rye 133, 515 159, 687 236, 240 107, 240 101,010 7.5 
Sorghums 70, 3h5 261,574 31.i.5,190 162, 530 162, 610 6.2 
Hay 197 , 785 190, 425 69 , 000 93, 230 148, 600 7.4 
Alfalfa Seed 15, 800 5, 732 3,170 34,170 13.6 
Sugar Deets 
Li vestock 187 , 922 164, 564 158, 380 248, ooo 215, ooo 5. 9 
Sheep 9, 493 6, 325 25, 870 32, 490 12,190 2.3 
Hogs 19!-1-, 756 66,136 139, 930 136, 650 151, l-1-50 11.0 
Populat ion 83, 492 82 , 805 72 , 293 65, 291 65, 817 
Average Size of 
Farms (Acres) 242 .4 237 .1 274 .0 319 .1 347 .5 
Number of Farms 12,936 13, 233 11, 597 9, 957 9, 032 
I'\) 
.r::-Source : Selected statistics from tl1e Biennial Reports of the Kansas State .!?_oard o±: Agriculture, 
1929-30, 1935-S6, 1939-40, 1945-46, 1949-50 (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Pr inting Office) 
United States Census of Agriculture , 11Kansas, Statistics for Counties , 11 1930, 1935, 1940, 1945, 
1950 (Department of Co1~nerce , Bureau of Census : United States Government Printing Office) 
Vol . 1, Part 13 . 
from 242 . 2 acres in 1930 to 347 .5 acres in 1950. The increase in 
size by 105.3 acres represents a 43 per cent increase in acreage. 
The population of this region has decreased from 83,492 
inhabitants in 1930 to 63,069 in 1954 with all the counties of this 
group showing a sizable decrease in population. The loss of 20,423 
inhabitants for the Western Corn Belt is 24 per cent of the 1930 
population. The largest tovm for each county reported by the State 
Board of Agriculture for 1952 is as follows: 
County Town Population 
Cloud Concordia 7,114 
Jewell Mankato 1,559 
Norton Norton 3,331 
Phillips Phillipsburg 2,992 
Republic Belleville 2,858 
Smith Smith Center 2,128 
Northern Low Plains . Approximately 28 per cent of the 51-
County Area consists of the 16 counties which comprise the Northern 
Low Plains . This region also represents 15 per cent of the state 
acreage and is located in the heart of the 'Wheat Belt which is one 
of the greatest wheat producing areas of the world. About 25 per 
cent of the state's wheat acreage is in this group of counties. 
The greater part of the region is a level to gently rolling 
prairie with the exception of a wide belt of loose sandy soils south 
of the ArkaJ1sas River . The valleys are wide and contain rich 
alluvial soils . The average annual rainfall is 26 .5 inches with the 
heaviest rainfall occurring during the growing season. 
As stated before wheat is the predominant cash crop of the 
region. Sorghum acreage has increased since 1930 and represents 
17 per cent of the state's acreage. Corn acreage has decreased 
considerably since the 1930 1 s, but approY..imately 8 per cent of the 
state ' s acreage is in this region (Table VIII, page 27). 
Irrigated areas along the streams have been developed to some 
extent, and alfalfa and sugar beets are important crops of the 
irrigated areas. Twelve per cent of the state 's acreage f or alfalfa 
seed and 8 per cent of the sugar beet acreage are located in the 
Northern Low Plains. 
Livestock raising is carried on as a part of the general 
farm progra.i.11 throughout the Northern Low Plains. Thus, 14 per 
cent of the state's cattle, 10 per cent of the sheep, and 7 per cent 
of the hogs are in this region . 
The number of farms has decreased from 21,118 in 1930 to 
17, 064 in 1950. The loss of 4,054 farms during the twenty year 
period represents 19 per cent of the 1930 number . 
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Oil and gas development has been active throughout the region, 
and new fields are continually being discovered. As shown in Table II 
on page 10, six of the seven leading oil producing counties for 1952 
are located in the Northern Low Plains. 
The oil and gas activity of the area has definitely contributed 
to the popul ation gains. Six of the s:L~teen counties gained in 
TABLE VIII 
CROP AND LIVESTOCK SUlTilARY FOR NORTHERN LOW PLAINS 
Description 1930 193.5 1940 194.5 19.50 % of 
State 
Acres Harvested: 
Wheat 3,414,470 1,913,130 1,693,130 3,344,000 2,943,000 2,5 .1 
Corn 627 , 967 61.5,240 169,600 106,840 73,200 7.9 
Oats, Barley, Rye ll0,408 1.53, 802 291,370 142, .580 9.5,700 8 .1 
Sorghums 249,.502 647 , 769 676, 080 5ll, 540 589,930 16 .6 
Hay 149 , 613 168, .521 102, 890 104,760 149,400 7.1 
Alfalfa Seed n,613 10,304 9,170 30,530 11. 9 
Sugar Beets 318 875 1,381 390 210 8 .4 
Livestock: 
Cattl e 414,219 ..,S.5 , 20.5 408,150 675, 500 501,100 14.4 
Sheep 41,928 62,798 65,250 158,300 48 ,120 10 .2 
Hogs 120,548 48,125 93 , 970 102,010 81, 310 7 .1 
Population 174,024 179,004 181, 615 171,523 177,163 
Average Size of 
Farms (Acres) 367 . 4 371.l 393 . 2 450 .l 480 .1 
Number of Farms 21,ns 21,333 20,230 17, 866 17,064 I\.) 
-.J 
Source : Selected statistics from the Biennial Reports of the Kansas State Board of Ag;iculture, 
1929-30, 193.5-36, 1939- 40, 19~5- 46, 1949-50 (Topeka, Kansas : Kansas State Printing Ofr'ice) 
United States Census of Agriculture, "Kansas , Statistics for Counties , 11 1930, 1935, 1940, 1945, 
1 ot:n lnorn:n+m,=.nt. of r.o ,'l111erce. Bureau of Census: United States Government Printing Office) Vol. 1, 
population id th Barton county contributing 14,200, the greatest 
increase . Ell is , Pawnee, Rice , Rooks, and Russell counties are the 
other counties of the group that had population increases over 1930. 
The population increased f rom 174, 024 in 1930 to 180,712 in 1954. 
This represents a 4 per cent increase f or the r egion. The largest 
toi~1 for each county in the Northern Low Plains as reported i n 1952 
by the Kansas State Board of Agriculture is as follows: 
County Town Population 
Barton Great Bend 14, 447 
Edwards Kinsley 2,509 
Ellis Hays 9,126 
Ellsworth Ellsworth 2,340 
Kiowa Greensburg 1,678 
Lincoln Lincoln 1,866 
Mitchell Beloit 4, 091 
Osborne Osborne 2,051 
Ot tawa Minneapolis 1, 839 
Pawnee Larned 4,718 
Pratt Pratt 7,291 
Rice Lyons 4, 816 
Rooks Plainville 2,201 
Rush Lacrosse 1,697 
Russell Russell 6,558 
Stafford Stafford 2,010 
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Eroded Plains . Barber, Clar , and Comanche counties located 
in the extreme south central portion of the state with an area of 
approximately 2 million acres comprise the Eroded I-lains . The name 
is derived from the rough and relatively recent eroded lands which 
cover a large part of the area. Thus , tl1is feature produces a marked 
effect upon the economic activities of the area which is used 
predominantly for grazing; although much land is suitable for crop 
0 owine . The Eroded Plains is approximately 4 per cent oft e 
state 1 s acreage and 7 per cent o the 51- County Area . 
Li vestocl-.. raising is the chief acti vi tJ of the area with 
considerable acreages suitable fo: crop raising planted in wheat 
and sor0 hwns . Cattle production repre ents about 4 per cent of the 
state ' s number although since 1930 the number of sheep has increased . 
Approximately 3 per cent of the state's rmeat acreaue and 4 per cent 
of the sorghum acrea.:;e is in the Eroded Pl ".lins region . 
In 1930 the average farm size was 827 . 6 acres, and by 1950 
the avera~e size had increased to 1 , 107 . 3 acres . The increase of 
279 . 7 acres per farm is 34 per cent of the 1930 average (Table IX, 
page 30) . The number of farms has decreased from 2, 13b in 1930 to 
1 , 733 in 1950. This decrease represents 19 per cent of the 1930 number . 
Valuabl e deposits of gypsum are located in the iroded rlains 
tlhich is the largest gypsum mining district in the state . gypsum 
mill is located in ledicine Lo~ge . There has been some oil and gas 
discoveries in this area also . 
TABLE IX 
CROP AND LIVESTOCK 5'UJvIT,IA.RY FOR ERODED PLAINS 
Description 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 % of 
State 
Acres Harvested: 
Wheat 423,045 315,057 121,900 453,000 358,000 3 . 2 
Corn 62,056 25,ooo 15,ooo 2,850 2,030 o.5 
Oats, Barley, Rye 10,435 22,605 48,Li40 21,430 5,620 l.l 
Sorghums 91,860 139,850 174,530 113,590 102,040 3. 9 
Hay 15,401 9,313 16,570 10,500 12,680 0. 7 
Alfalfa Seed 120 237 1,670 2, 780 1.1 
Sugar Beets 105 0.3 
Livestock: 
Cattle 123,874 109,930 122,160 179,500 151,600 4 .2 
Sheep 7,064 l, 837 21,460 20,580 5,940 1.5 
Hogs 15,618 6,743 12,420 ll,730 8,h20 0.9 
Population 19, 539 18, 862 17,637 14,580 16,404 
Average Size of 
Farms (Acres 827 .6 820 .1 872 .5 1,122 1,107.3 
Number of Farms 2,136 2,292 2,230 1, 7Lr9 1,733 \.,.) 0 
Source: Selected statistics from the Biennial Reports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
1929-30, 1935-36, 1939-40, 1945-46, 1949-50 (Topake, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) 
Uruted States Census of Agriculture, 111\.ansas, Statistics for Counties," 1930, 1935, 19L.O, 1945, 
I Qt;() 1 l),=,n;:iri-,rn,=,nf. of C:oornP.rr.e. Bureau of (:,=,rn::m R: ITn;t,Pn s+.-"lt.,:,c, /"',n~TO"Y'nmon+ p.,,..;,,.,+;,,.,~ n+>+>~~~\ TT-, , 
All three of the counties decreased in population fnom 19,539 
in 1930 to 15,940 in 1954. The loss of 3,599 inhabitants for this 
area represents 18 per cent of the 1930 population. The largest 
town in each county as reported by the Kansas State Board of Agri-















Agriculture has continued to be the dominant economic activity 
of Kansas since the state was first settled. Wheat is the major 
cash crop. Sorghu..ms and alfalfa acre"1ges have increased at the expense 
of the minor grain crops. Livestock production as a subordinate to 
crop raising has increased in importance since 1930 giving rise to 
increased acreages in feed crops in the 51-County Area. 
Increased mechaitlzation and continued improvements in power 
equipment have exerted their influence on the size and number of 
farms since one man can now tend a greater number of acres. The 
increased use of power equipment has decreased the number of laborers 
directly connected with farming pursuits but has increased the number 
of service trades . 
The increased development of the oil and gas industry in 
Kansas has given rise to a cheap source of fuel, thus influencing the 
eA'})ansion of irrigated areas and creating another source of income 
for the land o~mers of Kansas, especially in the central and s outh-
western counties of the state. 
Since the size of the farms is increasing and t he number of 
farms is decreasing, this has exerted a pressure on the population 
causing an exodus from the farms to urban areas. In the 51-County 
Area the size of the towns reflects the absence of indust rial 




POPULATION NOVEMENTS OF THE AREA 
Since the population of an area determines the supply from 
which the greater part of the enrollments of an educational institu-
tion is dra1-m, it is necessary to analyze the past population data 
t o determine the trends of the area and to consider these in 
compari s on ·with the trends of the greater regions, the state and 
nation. 
In Chapt er II it was found that the size of the farms in the 
51-County Area is increasing while the number of farms is decreasing. 
Since there has been no significant change in the economic activities 
of the area , this t rend i s definitely going to affect the number of 
inhabitants of the area . Therefore, the economic opportunities for 
pr oviding a l ivel ihood within the area are contracting . 
I . POPULATION GROWTH IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND KANSAS 
Since 1890 when t he population of Kansas represented 2. 3 per 
cent of the nati on's population, Kansas has continued to experience 
a gr adual decline in the rate of growth as co:mpared with the growth 
of the nation(Table X, page 34) . By 1930 the population of Kansas 
declined to 1 . 5 per cent of the nation's population. During the 
depression and the drought years of the 1930 1s , Kansas eA1)er ienced a 
considerable loss of population wit h the maximum loss occurr ing in 
1942 . Only in recent years has Kansas overcome the loss of the 
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TABLE X 
POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
Al'\JTI KANSAS : 1930-52 
U.S. % Inc. Kansas % Inc . % Living in 
Year Population 1930 Population 1930 Kansas 
1930 123,076,685 1.,851,024 1.5 
1932 124, 839 ., 982 1.4 1,813,385 -2.0 1.5 
1934 126,37 2,877 2.7 1,836,966 -0 . 8 1.5 
1936 128,051., 867 4.0 1, 840, 749 - 0.6 1.4 
1938 129,823,200 5 • .5 1., 805, 694 - 2.4 1.Li 
1940 131.,669,275 7.0 1., 778,248 -3.9 1.4 
1942 1%,407 ,385 9. 2 1.,742,271 -5.9 1.3 
1944 138, 083, Li.49 12 . 2 1,603.,908 - 0.6 1.3 
1946 14.3 , 4J.4, 000 16.5 1,784.,453 - 3.6 1.2 
1948 146,114.,ooo 18.7 1., 0 73, 843 1.2 1.3 
19.50 150., 697 ,361 22 .4 1,904.,584 2.9 1.3 
1952 1.56 , 981,000 27 • .5 1,979,996 7 .o 1.3 
Source: Biennial Surve!s of Statistics of Higher Education, 
1947-48, 1949-50, 1951- 2 "{Federal Security Agency, Office of 
Education); BienniaJ_ Reports of the Kansas State Board of Agri-
culture, 1929-30 through 1951-:S27T°opeka., Kansas : Kansas State 
Printine Office) 
1930 1s. Despite the increase in numbers within Kansas , the percentage 
of the nation's population living in Kansas has continued to decline, 
and by 19.52 the population of Kansas represented 1.3 per cent of the 
nation's population (Table X, page 34). 
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The population of the United States increased by 33,904,315 from 
1930 to 1952 . Thus, in the 22 year period, the population increased 
27 .5 per cent . Kansas, on the other hand, had a population increase 
of 128, 972 for the same period, but the increase was only 7 per cent 
of the 1930 population. 
Comparison of Births and Deaths for the United States and 
Kansas. One of the factors which has exerted its influence on the 
population increase of the nation has been the steady declining rate 
of mortality for all age groups . Outstanding medical developments 
are largely responsible for this decline. By controlling or pre-
venting a large number of diseases that were once common and in 
many cases fatal, the medical field has changed materially the 
mortality rates . Infant mortality rates have been lowered by 
:iJr.proved medical methods and care of the infants. Table XI on 
page 37 shows the decline of death rates by age group from 1930 to 
1954 for the United States . 
Table XII, page 38, -which compares the births and deaths of 
Kansas and the United States from 1930 to 1948, indicates that the 
rate of births per 1,000 for Kansas does not vary greatly from that 
of the United States . In 1930 the birth rate per 1,000 for Kansas 
was 18 .4 while in the same year the rate for the United States was 
18.9 . In 1935 the birth rate for Kansas was 16.8 and for the United 
States 16 .9. In 1948 the gap between the two rates increased to some 
extent but not appreciably . 
T.otal.2 
Under 1-4 5-14 15- 24 25-34 
Year 1-year Years Yea.rs Yea.rs Yea.rs 
1930 11.3 69 .0 5.6 1.7 3.3 4. 7 
1931 11.1 64.4 5.3 1.7 3. 2 4.5 
1932 10 .9 61.3 4.6 1.5 2.9 4. 2 
1933 10 .7 61.3 4. 7 1.5 2.7 4.1 
1934 11.1 66 .8 5 .1 1.5 2. 8 4.1 
1935 10.9 60 . 9 4.h 1.5 2. 7 4.0 
1936 11.6 62 .9 4-4 1.5 2. s 4. 0 
1937 11.3 61.3 4.2 1.4 2.6 3.9 
1938 10.6 58 .0 3.8 1.2 2.3 3.4 
1939 10.6 53 . 7 3. 2 1.1 2.1 3. 2 
1940 10 .8 54. 9 2.9 1.0 2.0 3.1 
194l 10.5 52. 6 2.8 1.0 2.0 2.9 
1942 10 .3 48 .8 2. 4 0.9 2.0 2. 8 
1943 10.9 44 .0 2.6 0.9 2.1 2.8 
19L.l+ 10 .6 4h. 2 2.3 0.9 2.1 2. 7 
1945 10.6 42 .5 2. 0 0.8 2.0 2. 7 
1946 10.0 46 .3 1.8 0. 8 1.7 2.3 
1947 10.1 34-5 1.6 0.7 1.6 2.1 
1948 9.9 35 .7 1.6 0. 7 1.5 2.0 
1949 9.7 35 . 2 1.5' 0. 7 1.3 1.8 
1950 9.6 33 .0 1.4 o.6 1.3 1.8 
1951 9.7 32 .6 l.L!. o.6 1.3 1.8 
1952 9.6 32 . 7 1.4 o.6 1.3 1.7 1953•~ 9.6 31.7 0.8-:H~ 1. 2 1.7 1954-:~ 9. 2 30.3 o. 7-½-'/c 1.1 1.5 
TABLE XI 
DEATH RATES BY AGE:1 UNITED STATES OR DEATH-REGISTRATION 
STATES: 1930-54 (EXCLUSIVE OF FETAL DEATHS) RATES PER 1,000 
ESTIMATED rITDYEAR POPULATION IN EACH SPECIFiiW GROUP 
35-44 45-54 55-64 65- 74 75-84 
37 
85 
Years Years Years Years Years & over 
6.8 12.2 24.0 51.4 112. 7 228 .0 
6.7 12. 0 23 .6 49 . 9 110 .5 222 .8 
6.3 11 .6 23 .4 50 .0 114.3 233 .3 
6. 2 11.4 23 . 2 49 .0 111.3 222 .3 
6. 2 11.8 23 .5 49 . 4 114.1 224 .8 
6. 2 11.6 23 . 2 48.7 113 .1 224 .6 
6.5 12 .1 24 .1 50 .8 121 .7 242 .7 
6. 2 11 .8 23 .5 49.0 117.0 227 .2 
5.6 10.9 22 .1 47.1 110. 9 212 .6 
5.3 10. 7 22 .1 47 .2 112.5 223.3 
5.2 10.6 22 . 3 48.o 112 .0 235 .7 
5.0 10. 4 21.5 45 -7 104.1 216.0 
4. 8 10.2 21.2 44 .6 99 .6 207.1 
4. 8 10. 3 21.7 45.9 104.5 223 .3 
4.6 9. 8 20.9 43 . 7 98 .1 205 .6 
4.6 9.8 20 . 7 42.6 95 .3 201.4 
4. 2 9. 4 20 .0 41.2 92 . 7 201.7 
4.1 9~4 20.3 42.1 95 .2 208.0 
3.9 9.1 19 .9 41.2 93 .9 205.5 
3. 7 8. 8 19.4 40.6 92 .5 199.4 
3.6 8.5 19.1 40.7 93 .3 202 .0 
3.5 8. 4 18.8 40 .5 93.3 184 .4 
3.4 8;3 18.6 40.0 92.1 186 .3 
3.3 8. 2 18. 4 40 . 2 92 .6 184. 7 
3.1 7.7 17.5 39 . 2 86 .6 175.1 
-~-Estimated ~-~Rates for 1-14 years 
1Excludes deaths among armed forces overseas. 
2Includes deaths for which ages were not stated. 
Source: National Office of Vital Statistics, Vital Statistics of 
the United States , 1950, (1954), Vol. 1, p . 190; Vital Statistics of 
the United States, 1952, (1955), Vol. 1, p . Li2; 1~4, National 
Office of Vital Statistics, Monthly Vital Statistics .iieport, (1955) , 
Vol . 3, No. 13, p . 4. 
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TABLE XII 
BIRTHS AND DEATHS PER 1,000 POPULATION 
FOR KANSAS AI\TD UNITED STATES: 1930-48 
Births Deaths Difference 
Year Kansas u.s. Kansas U.S. Kansas U.S . 
1930 18.4 18.9 10.6 11.3 7.8 7.6 
1931 18.2 18.0 10.3 11.1 7.9 6.9 
1932 17.5 17.4 10.8 10.9 6.7 6.5 
1933 17.0 16.6 10.8 10.7 6. 2 5.9 
1934 17.8 17.2 10.9 11.1 6.9 6.1 
1935 16.8 16.9 11.0 10.9 5.8 6.o 
1936 16.6 16.7 11.8 11.6 4.8 5.1 
1937 16.2 17.1 10.5 11.3 5. 7 5.8 
1938 16.7 17.6 10.3 10.6 6.4 7.0 
1939 16.2 17.3 10.2 10.6 6.o 6.7 
1940 16.2 17.9 10.5 10.7 5.7 7.2 
1941 17.3 18.9 10.5 10.5 6.8 8.4 
1942 18.4 20.9 10.4 10.4 8.0 10.5 
1943 20.0 21.5 10.5 10.9 9.5 10.6 
1944 19.4 20.2 10.3 10.6 9.1 9.6 
1945 17.5 19.6 9.7 10.6 7.8 9. 3 
1946 21.7 23.3 9.9 10.0 11.8 13.3 
1947 24.3 25.8 10.2 10.1 14.1 15.7 
1948 22.7 24.2 9.9 9.9 12.8 14.3 
Source: United States Department of Commerce, Historical Statistics of 
the United States, 1789-1945, pp. 45-47; Statistical Abstract of the 
United States, 1951, pp. 61-67; Kansas State Board of Health (unpublished 
data;. --
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The same observation holds true with the death rate for Kansas 
and the United States. In 1930 the Kansas death rate per 1,000 was 
10 .6 while the death rate for the United States was 11 . 3. The death 
rate through the remaining years corresponds more closely than does 
the birth rate . In 1948 the death rate for both Kansas and the United 
States had decreased to 9. 9 per 1,000. 
Thus, both the United States and Kansas have experienced 
approximatel y the sane rate of increase for the births and the same 
rate of decrease for the deaths . From 1937 through 1938 the birth 
rate f or Kansas per 1,000 lagged behind that of the United States 
by approximately 1 birth per 1,000. 
By comparing the data in Table X on page 34 with the data in 
Table XII on page 38, there is a clear indication that a net exodus of 
people from the state occurred. through the period. Kansas lagged 
approximately 20 per cent behind its normal population grovrth during 
the 18 year per i od. 
II . POPULATION GROWTH IN KANSAS 
AND 51- COUNTY ARE.A 
The State of Kansas had a smaller population from 1931 to 
1947 than it had in 1930 . During the 1930's and early years of the 
1940 1s, there was a continuous loss of population with the low 
occurring in 1942 . The year 1948 was the fir st in which Kansas 
recorded a population greater than the 1930 population. From 1948 to 
1954 t he increase continued, and in 1954 the increase represented 
8 per cent of the 1930 population (Table XIII, page 40) . 
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TABLE XIII 
POPULATION OF KANSAS AND OF 
51- COUNTY AREA: 1930-1954 
% Inc . 51-County % Inc . % Living 
Year Kansas 1930 Area 1930 in Area 
1930 1,851,024 428, 336 23 .14 
1931 1,816, 415 -1.9 430,774 .6 23 . 72 
1932 1,813, 385 -2.0 435, 311 1.6 24 .00 
1933 1, 836, 449 - .8 438, 614 2.4 23 . 88 
1934 1, 836, 966 - .8 438,952 2.5 23 . 90 
1935 1, 845,194 - .3 437,279 2.1 23 .70 
1936 1, 840, 749 - .6 428,138 - .o 23 .17 
1937 1,823, 679 -1.5 422,301 - 1.4 23 .16 
1938 1, 805, 694 -2 .4 415,337 - 3.0 23 .00 
1939 1, 810, 359 - 2.2 412,709 - 3.6 22 . 80 
1940 1, 778, 248 _ -3. 9 405, 410 - 5.4 22 . 80 
1941 1, 757 ,196 -5.1 396, 655 - 7.4 22 .57 
1942 1, 742,271 -5.9 382,907 -10.6 21.98 
1943 1,803 , 201 - 2.6 378,120 -11.7 20 .97 
1944 1,803, 908 - .6 378, 021 - 11 . 7 20 . 96 
1945 1, 793, 066 -3.1 379, 696 -11 .4 21 .18 
1946 1, 784, 453 -3.6 384,147 -10.3 21. 53 
1947 1,835, 011 - .9 388,424 - 9.3 21 .17 
1948 1, 873, 843 1. 2 397 , 437 - 7. 2 21. 21 
1949 1,912, 445 3.3 405,567 - 5.3 21 . 21 
1950 1, 904, 584 2.9 409, 029 - 4-5 21.48 
1951 1, 942, 060 4-9 405, 003 - 5.4 20 .85 
1952 1, 979, 996 7.0 407 , 025 - 5.0 20 .56 
1953 1, 965.,112 6. 2 408 ,191 - 4.7 20 . 77 
1954 1, 999,457 s.o 408, 989 - 4-5 20 .46 
Source: Biennial Surveys of Stat istics of Higher Education, 1947-48, 
1949-50, 1951-52 (Federal Security Agency, Office of Educat i on); 
Biennial Reports of t he Kansas State Board of Agr i cultur e, 1929-30 
t hrough 1951-52 (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Pr int ing Of f ice) 
The 51-County Area maintained a population increase above the 
1930 population for five years before it began to decline (Table XIII) . 
From 1936 to 1946 the loss of population in the 51-County Area was 
steady and reached a low of 11.7 per cent of the 1930 population in 
1944. From 1945 to the present there has been a gradual increase 
in population, but the gain has not been sufficient to overcome the 
1930 figure. 
Between 23 and 24 per cent of the Kansas population was 
located in the 51-County Area from 1930 to 1938. Since that time 
there has been a steady decrease i..~ the percentage of the Kansas 
population living in this Area (Table XIII, page 40) . In 1954 only 
20.5 per cent of the population of Kansas was located in t he 
51-County Area. 
Sedgwick County, which is not included in the 51-County 
Area, experienced an increase in populati0n over 1930 by 141,906 
inhabitants. Kansas experienced an increase of 148,433 during the 
same period; therefore, from this fact one cannot expect significant 
increases fo r the remaining counties. 
In Chapter II it was found that in 1952 there were only 
8 cities with a population over 5,000 in the 51-County Area. 
Table XIV presents the population change from rural to urban for 
the census years 1930 to 1950 for Kansas . In 1930 the rural 
population of Kansas represented 61.2 per cent of the population of 
the state . By 1950 the rural population had decreased to 47.9 per 
cent. Rural-farm population in 1930 was 37.5 per cent of the Kansas 
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population while the rural-farm population had decreased to 23.3 per 
cent by 1950. Rural and urban population in Kansas have practically 
reversed their positions since 1930. It seems likely that by 1960 
the census will show that this situation will have taken place . 
TABLE XIV 
K.AliSAS POPULATION, URBAN .Al"\ID RURAL, SELLCTED YEARS 
% % 
% Rural Rural Rural Rural <'1 /0 
Year Total Urban Urban Nonfann Nonfarm Fann Rarm Rural 
1930 1,880,999 729,834 38.8 446,564 23.7 704,601 37.5 
1940 1,801.,028 753,941 4l.9 442,309 24 • .5 604, 778 33 .6 
1950 1,905,299 993,220 _52.1 468,340 24.6 443,739 23 .3 
Source: United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 
Sh'teenth Census, 1940, Population, Vol. ll, Part 3, pp . 13-15; 1950 
Census of Populatiori';-Series PC-12, No . 13, July 5, 1951, p . 1. --
Comparison of Births and Deaths for Kansas and the 51-County 
Area. The birth rate per 1,000 for Kansas has increased from 16.2 
in 1939 to 26.8 in 1954. During the 15-year period the birth rate 
continued to increase by an average of .7 per 1,000 for each 




The birth rate per 1,000 for the 51-County Area which covers 
the same period fluctuated more vri.th a low of 17.1 per 1,000 in 1940 
and a hieh of 26 . 3 per 1,000 in 19.52. The average increase in births 
for each succeeding year for the 51-County Area was . ,5 per 1,000. 
In comparing the death rate for Kansas and the .51-County 
Area, there is no significant difference between the two, although 
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TABLE XV 
BIRTHS AND DEATHS PER 1, 000 POPULATION FOR 
KANSAS AND 51- COUNTY AR.EA: 1939-54 
Births Deaths Dilference 
51-Ccunty 51- County 51-Ccunty 
Year Kansas Area Kansas Area Kansas Area 
1939 16. 2 17 . 8 10 . 2 9.0 6.o 8. 8 
1940 16. 2 17 .1 10 .5 8.9 5. 7 8.1 
1941 17 .3 17 . 9 10. 5 9-4 6. 8 8.5 
1942 18 .4 19 .2 10 .4 9.3 8. o 9.9 
1943 20 .0 20 .0 10.5 9.7 9.S 10. 3 
1944 19 .4 20 .6 10.3 9. 8 9.1 10.8 
1945 17 .5 18 . 9 9. 7 8. 9 7.8 10.0 
1946 21.7 21.8 9.9 _., .8 11.8 13.0 
1947 24. 3 25 . 4 10. 2 9.4 lL~ .l 1600 
1948 22 . 7 25 . 2 9. 9 9. 3 12.8 15. 9 
1949 22 . 9 25 . 3 9.8 8.8 13 .1 16 .5 
1950 23 .1 24 .8 10.0 8.9 13 .1 15. 9 
1951 24 .4 26 .0 9.8 9.1 14.6 16 .9 
1952 25 .2 26 .3 9. 9 9.3 15.3 17 .0 
1953 26 . l.r, 25 .5 9.8 8.9 16.6 16.6 
1954 26 .8 24. 8 9.6 8. 7 17 . 2 16 .1 
Source: Kansas State Board of Health (unpubl ished data) 
the death rate for the 51- County Area is slightly lower than that of 
Kansas . There is also no significant chan~e in t he rate of death 
per 1 , 000 for the 15-yea.r period. 
The natural increase for the 51-County Area is approximately 
2 per 1,000 greater than for the state . Thus, this area should be 
increasing in population at a faster rate than the state; but, by 
comparing the data in Table XIII on page 40 with that in Table rv, 
it is noted that the 51-County Area rate of growth is steadily 
declining when compared with that of the state . Therefore, there is 
also a clear indication that there is a net exodus of inhabitants 
from the Area, and this is at a rate greater t han the exodus from 
the state . 
III. POPULATION GROW'I'H IN NATURAL REGIONS 
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From the preceding analysis of the population trends in Kansas 
and the 51- County Area, one will not expect to find a population 
increase in the area, but rather a loss of population. By dividing 
the population data, births, and deaths into the 6 natural regions 
of the area, the regio!ls "t-rlth the heaviest loss of population for the 
15-year period (1939-54) will become more apparent. 
Northern High Plains . The population in 1939 of this region 
(Figure II , page 14), consisting of 10 counties, was 59,630; a.._Dd in 
1954 the population was 55,376. Thus, there was an apparent loss 
of 4, 254 inhabitants during this period . 
The births for the same period were 18,697, and the deaths 
recorded in this period were 6,623 . Therefore, there was a natural 
:increase of 12,074 dur:ing the period. Instead of an :increase :in 
population occurring, there was an outflow of 16,328 inhabitants 
(Table XVI , page 46). With the exception of 1945, 19~6, 1947 and 
1949 the region had a net exodus of inhabitants, and the inflow for 
these years was small. An average of 1,633 inhabitants per county 
left the region during the 1.5-year period . 
Hieh Plains Grazing. This region (Figure I I, page 14), 
consisting of .5 counties, recorded a population of 11,141 :in 1939. 
By 19.54 the population had :increased to 13,222. During the period 
there were 4,87.5 births and 1,433 deaths (Table Xv-rI, page 47) and 
1,433 deaths leaving a natural increase of 3,4Li2. But the High 
Plains Grazing region had an :indicated outflow of 1 , 361 inhabitants 
dur:ing the 1.5-year period instead of an increase :in population. 
Thus, the average loss for each of the .5 counties during the period 
was 272 inhabitants. 'l'here was a net inflow of population for the 
region from 1945 t~.rough 1949 of 2, 511 persons o 
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Southwestern High Plains. The 11 counties of this region 
recorded a population of 67 ,h64 in 1939 and 80,670 in 19.54 (FigureII, 
page 14). This represents an :increase of 13,206 inhabitants during 
the 1,5-year period. 
The births were 27,513 and the deaths were 8, 913 leav:ing a 
natural :increase of 18,600 . In computing the inflow or outflow for 
this region (Table XVIII, page 48) there was an exodus of 5,394 or 
TABLE XVI 
INFLOW OR OUTFLOW OF POPULATION FOR 
1939-53 
NORTHERN HIGH PLAINS 
Excex.s Indicated 
of Births Inflow or 
Year Population Births Deaths over Deaths Outflow 
1939 59,630 1,049 472 577 - 2,138 
1940 58,069 991 ll5 576 - 2,158 
194l 56,487 1,010 488 522 - 2,ll8 
1942 54,891 1,123 435 688 - 2,061 
1943 53,518 1,130 455 675 - 1,902 
19Li4 52,291 1,034 409 625 - l,4l3 
1945 51,503 906 402 504 520 
1946 52,527 1,216 429 7E- 7 19 
1947 53,333 1,388 444 944 338 
1948 54,615 1,4.42 461 981 364 
1949 55,232 1,443 437 1,006 230 
1950 56,4,68 1,523 404 1,119 - 2,336 
1951 55,251 1,502 438 1,064 - 1,314 
1952 55,001 1,524 493 1,031 870 
1953 SS,162 1~1~6 41.µ 975 761 
Total 18,697 6,623 12,o?Li - 16,328 
Source: Kansas State Board of Health (unpublished data), Biennial 
Re~orts of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 1939-40 through 
19 1-52 "(Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) 
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TABLE XVII 
INFLOW OR OUTFLOi' OF POPULATION FOR 
hIGH PLAINS GRAZING: 1939-53 
.i.:..Xcess Indicated 
of Births Inflou or 
Year Population Births Deaths over Deaths Outflow 
1939 ll,14]. 227 112 115 394 
1940 10,862 240 82 158 323 
1941 10,697 239 89 150 1.52 
1942 10,695 218 94 124 421 
1943 10,398 264 89 175 219 
1944 10,354 224 82 142 293 
1945 10,203 247 105 142 423 
1946 10,768 267 103 164 502 
1947 ll,434 347 100 247 480 
1948 12,161 425 90 335 926 
1949 13,422 461 95 366 180 
1950 13,968 439 90 349 765 
1951 13,552 448 89 3.59 694 
1952 13,217 460 113 347 138 
1953 13,426 100 __?§2 473 
Total 4,875 1,433 3,442 - 1,361 
Source : Kansas State Board of Health (unpublished data), Biennial 
Re~orts of the Kansas State~ of Agriculture, 1939-40 through 
19 1-52 (Topeka, Kansas : Kansas State Printmg Office) 
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TABLE XVIII 
INFLOW OR OUTFLOW OF POPULATION FOR 
SOUTHWESTERY HIGH LA.INS: 1939-53 
Excess Indicated 
of Births Inflow or 
Year Population Births Deaths over Deaths Gutfiow 
1939 67 ,46~. 1,286 514 772 - 3,302 
1940 64,934 1,202 603 599 - 1,347 
1941 64,186 1,285 557 728 - 2,062 
1942 62,852 1,298 533 765 1,317 
1943 · 64,934 1,562 640 922 - 1,049 
1944 64,807 1,605 643 962 827 
1945 66,.596 1,561 478 1,083 3,431 
1946 71,110 +,618 539 1,079 265 
1947 71,924 2,026 600 1,426 3,004 
1948 76,3.54 2,202 628 1,574 1,921 
1949 79,849 2,316 650 1,666 - 2,306 
1950 79,209 2,355 652 1,703 - 2,461 
1951 78,451 2,402 619 1,783 - 1,105 
1952 79,129 2,408 651 1,757 ll.5 
1953 80,771 2,387 606 1,781 - 12882 
Total 27,513 8,913 18,600 - 5,394 
Source : Kansas State Board of Heal th ( unpublished data), Biennial 
Re~orts of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 1939-40 through 
19 1-52 Tfopeka, Kansas : Kansas State Printing Office) 
an average of 490 inhabitants per county . An infl ow of inhabitants 
occurred during 1944, 1945, 1947 and 1%8 and accounted for a.n. 
increase of 9,183 inhabitants . 
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Western Corn Belt . The 6 counties comprisinG the ~estern 
Corn Belt region (Figure II, page 14) recorded a population of 
73,226 in 1939, and, by 1954, the population had decreased to 63,069. 
Thus , there was an apparent loss of 10,157 inhabitants during the 
15-year period. 
The births for the same period (Table XIX, page 50) totaled 
18,252, and the deaths recorded for the same period totaled 10,946 . 
Therefore , there was a natural popul ation increase of 7,306 . When 
computing the indicated inflow or outflow for the region, it was 
found that there was a net exodus of 17,463 inhabitants with only 
the years 1947 and 1%9 recording a small inflow of 579 persons . 
Thus, the average loss per county durin~ the 15-year period was 
2, 911 inhabitants. 
Northern Low Plains. The 16 counties in this region (Figure II , 
page 14) records a population of 183,775, while in 1954 the population 
had decreased to 180,712. Thus, there was a small loss of 3, 063 
inhabitants during the 15-year period. 
The total number of births for the period were 57 ,250, and 
the number of deaths were 24,293 . Therefore, the natural increase 
for the region was 32,957 . 
The only years that recorded an inflow into the region were 
1943 and 1948. This inflow represented 1,435 inhabitants . The net 
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TABLE XIX 
INFLOW OR OUTFLOvJ OF rOfULATIOi-T FOR 
\1ES~__,RI,i" CORN BELT : 1939-53 
Excess Inaicated 
of Births Inflow or 
Year Population Births Deaths over Deaths Outflou 
1939 73,226 1,122 758 364 - 1,297 
1940 72,293 1,126 750 376 - 2, 796 
1941 69, 873 1,022 788 234 - 3, 547 
1942 66 , 560 1,143 753 390 - 1,747 
1943 65,203 1,130 711 419 585 
1944 65, 037 1,222 738 484 230 
1945 65, 291 940 689 251 923 
1946 64, 619 1,218 663 555 318 
1947 64, 856 1,386 737 649 225 
1948 65,730 1, 392 716 676 - 1,509 
1949 64, 897 1,282 716 566 354 
1950 65 , 817 1,231 744 487 - 1,152 
1951 65,152 1,391 716 675 800 
1952 65, 027 1,330 736 594 - 1,722 
1953 63, 899 1~317 731 - 1~Ll6 
Total 18,252 10, 946 7, 306 - 17,463 
Source : Kansas State Board of Health (unpublished data) , Biennial 
Re~orts of the Kansas State Board of Ag~icultur~, 1939-40 through 
19 1-52 Tifopeka., Kansas : Kansas State ..:'rinti.."1.g Office ) 
.51 
exodus from the region during the 1,5-year period was 36, 020 (Table xx, 
page .52) or an average of 2,2.51 inhabitants per county. 
Eroded Plains. T1-is region., consisting of 3 counties 
(Figure II., page 14) ., had a population of 17,473 in 1939. By 19.54 
the population had decreased to 1.5 , 940 inhabitants, creating an 
apparent loss of 1,.533 persons . 
During the 1,5-year period (Table XXI, page .53) the births 
recorded were .5,000 and the deaths were 2,193 leaving a natural 
increase of 2,807. The indicated inflow during the 1.5-year period 
occurred in 1939, 194.5, 1946, 1947 and 19.51 making a total of 1,270. 
The net exodus for the period was 4, 340 or an average of 1,447 
inhabitants . 
IV . SUHr:IA.RY 
According to the rates of births and deaths for the United 
States and Kansas., the rate of growth for each should be approximately 
the sane. Kansas has been eA'})eriencing a gradual d ecli..'1.e in the 
rate of growth when compared with the United States• rate of growth . 
The .51-County Area has a similar record of decline as that 
of Kansas. Kansas as a whole has overcome the population loss of the 
depression, but the .51-County Area has not. The percentage of Kansas 
inhabitants living in the .51-County Area is continuing to decrease, 
although the indicated natural increase of the Area is at a greater 
rate than that of Kansas as a whole . 
All of the 6 natural regi ons of the area recorded a net exodus 
for the period 1939-.54 with the Western Corn Belt region having the 
52 
TABLE XX 
IIJFLOW OR OUTFLOW OF POPULATION FOR 
NORTHERN LOW f'LAINS: 1939-53 
Excess Indicated 
of Births Inflow or 
Year Population Births Deaths over Deaths Outflow 
1939 183,775 3,390 1,:719 1,671 - 3,831 
1940 181,615 3,088 1,619 1,469 - 4,508 
1941 178,576 3,230 1,676 1,554 - 8,135 
1942 171,995 3,281 1,622 1,659 - 4,808 
1943 168,846 3,203 1,606 1,597 335 
1944 170,778 3,424 1,688 1,736 991 
1945 171,523 3,291 1,558 1,733 - 3,504 
1946 169,752 3,727 1,532 2,195 - 1,003 
1947 170,944 4,324 1 f:>02 2,722 - 1,393 
1948 172,273 4,129 1,644 2,485 1,100 
1949 175,858 4,406 1,532 2,874 - 1,569 
1950 177,163 4,234 1,585 2,649 - 2,986 
1951 176,826 4,404 1,653 2,751 995 
1952 178,582 4,564 1,644 2,920 - 2,675 
1953 178,827 4,555 1,613 2,942 - 1:057 
Total 57 ,250 24,293 32,957 - 36,020 
Source: Kansas State Board or Health (unpublished data), Bien...nial 
Reports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 1939-40 through 
1951-52 "[Topeka, Kansas : Kansas State Printing Office) 
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TABLE XXI 
INFLOW OR OUTFLOW OF POPULATION FOR 
iltODED PLAD S: 1939-.53 
Excess Indicated 
of Births Inflow or 
Year Population Births Deaths over Deaths Outflow 
1939 17, 473 262 149 ll3 .51 
1940 17, 637 294 147 147 948 
1941 16,836 296 149 147 - 1,069 
1942 1.5, 914 303 13.5 168 861 
1943 1.5, 221 282 149 133 600 
1944 14, 7.54 279 136 143 317 
194.5 14, .580 237 133 104 687 
1946 1.5,371 340 113 227 33.5 
1947 1.5, 933 413 1.55 2.58 ll3 
1948 16, 304 414 167 247 242 
1949 16,309 3.59 149 210 ll.5 
19.50 16, 404 377 16.5 212 84.5 
19.51 1.5, 771 370 1.56 214 84 
19.52 16, 069 402 1.50 2.52 215 
19.53 16,106 ---111 140 --2?. 398 
Total 5,000 2,193 2, 807 - 4, 340 
Sour ce : Kansas State Board of Health (unpublished data) , Biennial 
Re~orts of t he Kansas Stat e Board of Agricult ure, 1939-40 t hrough 
19 1-52 T'.fopeka, Kansas : Kansas State Printing Of fice) 
_ ea.test ave age ezodus .,..er cou..TJ.t;; • Closely .:ollow-=-'- g tr;e ~.estern 
Co!'Il ::elt region in ave:-a~e loss per cour~t:- is tne _·c!vtern _o- .!.":ains 
region .-~-; CL .:.s located :..r, t_ e teart o.: tl-,e -:-neat =.elt a.._,.d. also 
conta:_ 
"'"he 51- Coum;,- _ _rea -c,o- ec. 77 ,_P' . 'I'~-e net e:-::oci- s .:ro!" t _e a.rsa 
.,...~g the sa:.£ pe:-:::..cci ,;:-as :,c ,90u inh.a::::i:::..1,~ts or ar a.:era_e o:: :_,5r6 
per count;:r . 
CHAPTER IV 
ENROLLNENTS IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
It has been cormnon practice in past years to consider the 
college-age population to be 18 to 21 years of age. However, the 
increasing importance of professional, post-graduate training has 
increased the number of persons over the age of 21 attending college. 
The military training program for persons who have reached the age 
of 18 also influences the shift in the college age population . 
Although most of the past data has been presented on the basis 
of the 18-21 age group, this study presents the 18-24 age group as 
the college age group when such data is available. However, the 
over-all results are approximately the same. 
I. UNITED STATES rum KANSAS ENROLWENTS 
There has been a steady increase in the enrollments in higher 
education for the United States since 1930 with the exception of the 
period during World War II. The enrollment represented .9 per cent 
of the nation's population in 1930 (Table XXII, Part I, page 56). The 
period 1948 through 1950 reflected the influx of the veterans (approxi-
mately 1,8 per cent of the population) into higher educational 
institutions. By 1952 enrollments had dropped to 1 . 5 per cent of the 
nation's population. When comparing the enrollments as a percentage 
of the 18-21 age group, it is noted that in the latter years there was 
















18- 21 18- 21 
% of 
Total 
9, 033, 000 7. 3 
9,128 , 000 7.3 
9, 211,000 7.3 
9, 260, 000 7. 2 
9,395 , ooo 7. 2 
9, 753 ,537 7 .4 
9, 853,000 7.3 
9, 776, ooo 7 .1 
9, 537 , 000 6 . 7 
9, 273,000 6 .4 
8, 805, 020 5 .8 
8,567 , 000 5.5 
TABLE XXII 
CONPARISON OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IH HIGHER EDUCATION 
FOR THE UNITED STATES 11..ND KANSAS : 1930-1952 
Part I 
UNITJt.:D STATES 
Enrol l ed in*% Inc . Enroll . Enrollment First % Inc . First 
Higher over % of % of Time over Time 
Education 1930 Total 18- 21 Pop . in 1932 % of 
Pop . College Enroll . 
1,100, 737 . 9 12 . 2 
1,154,117 4.8 . 9 12 . 6 336,997 29 . 2 
l,05S, 360 - 4.1 .8 11.5 307,690 - 8. 7 29 . 2 
1,208,227 9.8 . 9 13 .1 366,734 8.8 30. 4 
11350,905 22 . 7 1 . 0 lLr . Li 367,983 9. 2 27 . 2 
1,494, 203 35 .7 1.1 15.3 417 , 539 23 . 9 27 . 9 
l,lr03,990 27 .5 1.0 14.3 379,070 12 . 5 27 .0 
1.,155., 272 5 .o . 8 11.8 314,311 - 6 . 7 27 . 2 
1, 676,851 52.3 1.2 17.6 474,894 40 . 9 28 . 2 
2,616,262 137 . 7 1.8 28 . 2 619,232 83 .8 23 . 7 
2,659,021 141 .6 1.8 30.2 594,126 76.3 22 . 3 
2, 301 ,884 109 .1 1.5 26 . 9 529,950 57 .3 23 .0 
-X-Full time Students for Regular Session 
High School First 
Graduates Time 
Previous Year % of 
Graduates 
746,948 45 .1 
870,922 35 .3 
965,099 38 .0 
1,067,712 34.5 
1,170, 777 35 .7 
1,231,925 30 .8 
1,162,284 27 . 0 
1,046, 924 45 .4 
1,189, 000 52. 1 
1,199, TIO 49 .5 
1,181,800 44 .8 
Source : Biennial Survey of Education in the United States., "Statistics of Higher Education: Faculty, 
Students, and Degrees" 1949-.50 and 1955=52TUnited States Department of Health Education and Welfare, 
Office of Education) Chapter 4, SectionI. Kansas State Department of Public Instruction (Unpublished 
Data) 
TABLE XXII 
COMPARISON OF STUDENTS ENROLLED I N HIGHER EDUCATION 
FOR THE UNITED STATES AND KANSAS : 1930-1952 
Enrolled in•~ % Inc • 
Year Population Higher over 
Education 1930 
1930 1,851,024 21,326 
1932 1, 813, 385 21, 698 1.7 
1934 1, 836, 966 20, 263 - 5.o 
1936 1, 840, 749 22, 899 7 .4 
1938 1, 805,694 24,550 15 .1 
1940 1, 778, 248 27, 244 27 .8 
1942 1,742, 271 23,200 8.8 
1944 1, 803, 908 11,317 -46.9 
1946 1, 784, 453 23,612 10.7 
1948 1, 873, 843 40,264 88 .8 
1950 1, 904, 584 39,074 83.2 
1952 1, 979, 996 31,134 46.o 
Enroll. 
% of 













"''Full time students for Regular Session 
Part II 
KANSAS 
First Time First Time 
i n College % of 
Enrollment 
9,134 33 .5 
8,107 34.9 
3, 990 35 .3 
8,106 34.3 
11,037 27 .4 
9, 726 24 .9 
6, 956 28 .8 
High School First Time 
Graduates % of 





21,141 43 . 2 
21, 405 37 .9 
16, 624 24 .0 
16, 877 48 .o 
18, 573 59 .4 
18, 033 53 -9 
18, 280 49 .0 
Sour ce : Biennial Survey of Education in th_£ Uni ted States , 11Statistics of Higher Education: Faculty, 
Students , and Degr ees 11 1949-.50 and 1950-52 (United St ates Department of Health Education and Welfare , 
Office of Education) Chapter 4, Section I . Kansas St ate Department of Public Instruction (Unpubl ished 
Data) 
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that the 18- 21 yea:r old age group is no longer a reasonable representa-
tion of the source of supply. In 1930 the enrollment represented 
12 . 2 per cent of the 18-21 age group while in 1948, 1950, and 1952 
the respective percentages were 28 . 2, 30 . 2, and 26 . 9. 
Students Enrolled for the First Time in any College in the 
United States . The number of students enrolling for the first time 
in any college has also experienced a gradual increase since 1930 
(Table XXII , Part I, page 56) . In 1930 there were 336, 997 students 
enrolled f or the first time , 'While in 1952 the first-time students 
were 529, 950, or an increase of 57 per cent over 1930 . 
When compa:ring the first- time students as a percentage of the 
t ot al enrollment, it i s noted that there has been a decline since 
1930. In 1930 the first-time stude~ts represented 29 .2 per cent of 
the t otal enrollment for t he United States and dropped sharply 
f rom 28.3 per cent in 1948 t o 23 per cen+ in 1952 (Tabl e XXII , 
Pa:rt I , page 56 ). 
The first-time students in college, expressed as a percent age 
of the previous yea:rs 1 high school graduation, experienced a decline 
during the 1930 1 s but seems to have recovered in 1952. The percentage 
of graduates enrolling for the first t ime in college in 1932 was 45 per 
cent and in 1952 was approximately t he same rate after a sharp increase 
following the close of World Wa:r II . 
Kansas Enrollments in Higher Education. Kansas has also 
experienced an increase in enrollments in higher education compa:rable 
to that of the United States with the percentage of population 
enrolled in higher education being slightly higher than the United 
States' percentages (Table XXII, Part II, page 57). In 1930 the 
number of students enrolled in higher educational institutions was 
21,326 representing 1.2 per cent of the Kansas fopulation . With the 
exception of the mid-thirties and the war years, there has been an 
increase; and by 1952 the number enrolled was 31,134 after a drop 
from 40,264 in 1948 and 39,074 in 1950. The number of students 
enrolled in higher education for 1952 represented an increase of 
46 per cent over the 1930 number. As a percentage of the Kansas 
population, the enrollments in higher education for Kansas have 
increased. In 1952 they represented 1.6 per cent of the population . 
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Students Enrolled for the First Time in Any College in Ka.i.1sas. 
Data designating the first-time students in higher educational 
institutions in Kansas was not available until 1940, but from 1940 
to 1952 the percentages are similar to the United States 1 • As a 
percentage of the college enrollments in Kansas, the first-time 
students have declined from a high in 1944 of 35.3 per cent to a low 
of 24.9 per cent in 1950 (Table XXII , Part II, page 57) . In 1952 the 
first-time students represented 28.8 per cent of the college enrollment . 
As a percentage of the previous year's high school graduates 
in Kansas, the first-time students in college have increased from 
43.2 per cent in 1940 to 49 per cent in 1952 after a considerable 
jump during 1948 and 1950 of 59.4 and 53 .9 per cent, respectively. 
Fall Enrollments. Table XXIII on page 60 compares the fall 
enrollments in higher education for the United States, Kansas , and 
Fort Hays Kansas State Colle ge for the period 1947 through 1954 . 
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TABLE XXIII 
001-lPARISON OF THE 
UNITED STATES, KANSAS, .AND FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLI.JWE 
ENROLLMENTS AND FIRST-TINE STUDENTS 
ENROLLED IN COLLEGE: 1947-1954 
Year Total First Time First Time 
Enrollment~- in College Jo of Tota!.. 
1947 2,338,226 592,846 25.4 
UNITED 1948 2,408,249 568,768 23.6 
1949 2,~56,841 557,856 22.7 
1950 2,296,592 516,836 22.5 
STATES 1951 2,116,440 472,025 22.3 
19.52 2,148,284 536,879 25.0 
1953 2,250,701 571,.533 25.L. 
1954 2,499,750 642,420 2.5.7 
1947 37,201 10,952 29.4 
1948 37,217 9,354 25.1 
1949 37,061 9,477 25.6 
KANSAS 1950 32,315 8,984 27.8 
1951 28,258 d,086 28.6 
1952 28,989 9,163 31.6 
1953 30,554 10,226 33.5 
1954 34,130 11,255 33.0 
1947 
FORT 1948 976 276 28.3 
HAYS 1949 1,016 345 34.0 
KANSAS 1950 1,049 339 32.3 
STATE 19.51 940 325 34.6 
COLLEGE 1952 1,107 401 36.2 
19.53 1,277 467 36.6 
1954 1,664 557 33.5 
-:l-
Full time Students for Fall Enrollment 
Source: Fall Enrollments in Higher Educational Institutions (United 
State~ Department of Health, Education, and Welfare Office of Education) 
1947-19.54 
For the United States, the fall enrollment dropped to a low 
of 2,116,440 in 1951 and has increased to 2,499,750, or by 42,909 
persons greater than the previous high in 1948. 
Kansas, on the other hand, had a relatively stable fall 
enrollment of approxini.ately 37,000 for 1947 through 1949 and then 
dropped to a low of 28,258 in 1951. By 1954 the fall enrollment had 
increased to 34,130 representing a loss of 3,071 students uhen 
compared with the 1947 enrollments. 
Although Kansas has recorded a loss in enrollments for the 
period 1947 to 1954, Fort Hays Kansas State College has experienced 
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a gradual increase in enrollments with the exception of the year 1951. 
The nuw~er of first-time students enrolled in higher education 
for Fort Hays Kansas State College has increased from 276 in 1948 
to 557 in 1954 or by 102 per cent. 
The number of students enrolling for the first time ID higher 
educational institutions has increased at Fort Hays Kansas State 
College when compared with the number of high school graduates for 
the previous year for the state (Table XXIV, page 62). In 1948 
the first-time students of Fort Hays Kansas State College represented 
1.5 per cent of the state's graduates from high school while ID 
1954 the number of first-time students had increased to 3.1 per cent. 
II. COMPARISON OF KANSAS ENROLUDTTS 
WITH 18-24 YEAR OLD AGE GROUP 
The 18-2Lr year old age group in Kansas has declined both in 
number and as a percentage of the Kansas population (Table XXV, page 63). 
TABLE XXIV 
COMPARISON OF FORT HAYS KiUJSAS STATZ COLLEGE 
FIRST- TIME STUDENTS IN COLLEGE WITH 
PREVIOUS YEAR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR STATE: 
1948-49 through 1954-55 
Year First Time High School 
in College Graduates 
1948-49 276 18,573 
1949-50 345 18,284 
1950-51 339 18, 033 
1951-52 325 17,811 
1952-53 401 18,280 
1953-54 467 18, 484 
1954-55 557 18,186 
Source : Fall Enrollments in Higher Educat~onal Institutions, 
1947-54 (United States Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare , Office of Education) ; Kansas State Department of Public 











COMPARISON OF KANSAS AND FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLIEGE 
ENROLLMENTS WITH 18-24 YEAR OLD AGE GROUP 
1930, 1940, and 1950 
KANSAS FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE 
Year Population 18-24 18-24 % of Enrolled in-:t Enrollment J; of Enroll.raent % of 18- 24 
Age Group Population Higher Education 18-24 Age Group Age Group 
1930 1,851,024 231,92.5 12 .s 21,326 9.2 1,470 . 6 
1940 1,778,248 212,431 11.9 27,244 12 .8 1,992 .9 
1950 1,904,584 195,590 10.3 39,074 20.0 1,940 1.0 
-ltFull time Students for Regular Session 
Source: United States Census of Population: .L950 "General Characteristics, Kansas" (United States 
Department of Commerce: United Government Printing Office) Vol. II, ~art 16, Chapter 13, pp . 16-40 . 
Biennial Surve;y: of Education~ The United States, "Statistics of Higher Education: Faculty, Students, 
and Degrees" 1949-50 and 1951-52TUnited States Department of Heal th, Education, and Welfare, Office 
of Education) Chapter 4, Section I . Fort Hays Kansas State College Bulletins, Vol. XXI, XXVI, and 
XXXI (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) Biennial Reports of Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
1929-30, 1939-40, and 1949-50 (Topake, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Uffice) 
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In 1930 this age group represented 12.5 per cent of the Kansas 
population, and in 1950 the age group represented 10. 3 per cent of 
the population of 1\.ansas . When comparing the total Kansas em'ollrnent 
in higher education with the 18-24 year old age group , the enrollment 
represented 9. 2 per cent of the 1930 number; and in 1940 the per-
centage of students enrolled in higher education had increased to 
12 . 8 per cent of the 18-24 year old age group . By 1950 it was 20 per 
cent of the age group . 
The Fort Hays Kansas State College enrollment also experienced 
an increase in percentage of the 18-24 year old age grou1,, in Kansas . 
In 1930 . 6 per cent of the Kansas 18-24 year old age group was 
enrolled at Fort Hays Kansas State College, and in 1950 this 
percentage increased to 1 per cent. 
51-County Area 18-24 Age Group . In Table XXVI on page 65 , the 
18- 24 year old age group is presented by region; and it is found 
that the age group as a percentage of the population for the regions 
is comparable with the percentase of the state population (Table nv, 
page 63) . In 1940 the 18-24 year old age group in Kansas represented 
11. 9 per cent of the population of the state while the 18- 24 year 
old age group distribution for the 51-County Area in the same year 
represented 12 per cent of the .Area population with the low regional 
distribution of 11.4 per cent in the Western Corn Belt and the high 
of 12 . 3 per cent of the region's ~opulation in both the High Plains 
Grazing Region and the Southwestern High Plains . 
TABLE XXVI 
COMPARISON OF FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE ENROLLMENT 
WITH 18- 24 AGE GROUP FOR 51- COUNTY AREA 
1940 and 1950 
Region Year Population 18- 24 18-24 % of FHKSC Students 
Age Group Population Students % of 18-24 
Northern High Plains 1940 58,069 6,893 11 . 9 322 4 . 8 
1950 56,468 6,185 11 . 0 275 4. 5 
High Plains Grazing 1940 10,862 1,338 12.3 49 3. 7 
1950 13,968 1,652 11 . 8 41 2.5 
Southwestern High Plains 1940 64,934 8,017 12 . 3 221 2. 8 
1950 79,209 8,798 11 .1 182 2. 1 
Western Corn Belt 1940 72,293 8,238 11.4 252 3.1 
1950 65,817 5,304 8.1 179 3. 4 
Northern Low Plains 1940 181,615 22,154 12 . 2 849 3. 8 
1950 177,163 17,410 9. 8 914 5.3 
Eroded Plains 19h0 17,637 2,073 11.8 34 1.6 
1950 16,404 1,497 9.1 31 2. 1 
51-County Area 1940 405,410 48,713 12 . 0 1,727 3.5 
1950 409,029 40,846 10 .0 1,622 4.0 
Source: United States Census of Population "General Characteristics, Kansas" 1950 (United State.s 
Department of Commerce, Bureauo.f Census) Table 42, pp. 16-89 . Fort Hays Kansas State College 
°' Bulletins, Vol. XXVI and Vo. XXXI (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) Vt
A similar comparison occurs in 1950 with the sam data. with 
the exception that the 18-24 year old age r up as a per enta e of 
the population decreased by approximately 2 per cent . n 'lable 'CV, 
page o3, the 18-24 year old a;e group represents 1 . 3 e1· cent of the 
population of Kansas; and for the sa.1e period in the 51-Count.y Area, 
it is 10 per cent with the low of 8.1 per cent occurring again in 
the ·{estern Corn Belt egion and the high of 11 . 8 occurrini; again in 
the High .Hains Grazin6 Region (Table XX.VI , page b5) . 
Fort Hays Kansas tate College and 18-24 In 1940 
3. 5 per cent of the 18-24 year old age group in the 51-County Area 
was enrolled at Fort Hays Kansas State College (Table X1.'VI , paae 65) . 
The Northern High Plains Rebion cont ributed the hi~h of 4.5 per c nt 
of its 18-24 year old age group to the enrollment o.f Ii'ort Hays <ansas 
State College . The Eroded Plains Region contributed the low of l.b 
per cent of its 18- 24 year old age group. 
In 1950 the 51-County Area contributed 4 per cent of its 
18- 24 year old age group to the enrollment at Fort Lays Kansas State 
College with the Northern Low Plains contributing 5.3 per cent of 
its 18-24 year old age group which also represents the greatest 
number contributed. The Eroded Plains was again the lowest contributor 
with 2.1 per cent of its 18-24 year old age group to the enrollment 
of Fort Hays Kansas State College . 
III . COMPARISON OF ENROLLMENTS OF 
FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLI.EGE WITH 
REGIONAL POPULATION 
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Table XXVII on page 68, presents a comparison of the enrollment 
contribution to Fort Hays Kansas State College from the 51-County .Area 
by regions with the population of the Area from 1930-31 through 
1953- 54 . 
The 51-County .Area contributed an average of 3.05 students 
per thousand inhabitants to the enrollment of Fort Hays Kansas State 
College for the 24 year period which includes the depression years of 
the 1930's and the war years of the 1940 1 s . It is interestin6 to 
note that according to this comparison, there was no significant 
change in the number of students per thousand inhabitants contributed 
by this Area following the war years to the enrollment of Fort Hays 
Kansas State College . 
The highest contribution was 4 . 0r students per thousand for 
the Area in 1940-41, and in 1953- 54 the contribution had not reached 
this high although the actual number of students enrolled was greater . 
This reflects the slight increase in actual population numbers in 
the 51- County Area. 
The Northwestern High Plains recorded the largest average 
contribution of 4 . 68 students per thousand population for the 24 
year period. This region's highest contribution of 6 . 77 students 
per thousand population occurred in 1940- 41 and by 1953-54 was 
lagging behind this figure by 1 . 24 students per thousand population . 
TABLE XXVII 
NUMBER OF FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE STUDENTS PER 1,000 POPULATION 
FOR 51-COUNTY AREA: 1930-31 THROUGH 1953-54 
Year Northern High Plains Southwestern Western Northern Eroded Area 
High Pl ains Grazing High Plains Corn Beil.t Low Plains Plains Average 
1930-31 3.65 1.96 2.11 2.01 4. 02 . 97 2.45 
1931-32 3.60 1.47 2. 25 2.18 4.07 1.27 2.47 
1932- 33 3. 21 1.47 1.29 1.79 4.02 1.07 2.14 
1933- 34 2.47 2.12 1.78 1.14 3.44 1.25 2.03 
1934-35 2.83 3.16 2. 56 1.48 3.98 2. 20 2,70 
1935-36 4.03 3. 08 2. 75 2.66 5. 27 2. 39 3. 36 
1936-37 4.10 2.80 3,08 2.50 4,10 2. 27 3.14 
1937- 38 4. 40 3.46 3.19 2.61 4.10 1.94 3. 28 
1938-39 5. 79 4.82 3. 33 3.10 4. 25 1 . 8~. 3.86 
1939-40 5.90 l.i . 40 3. 28 3.44 4.62 1.95 3. 93 
1940- 41 6 . 77 4.14 3. 26 3. 29 4. 94 2.10 4. 08 
194l- 42 6.59 4.02 2. 99 2. 85 4. 26 2. 32 3.84 
1942-43 5.19 3.55 2. 42 2.61 3. 77 1.19 3.12 
1943-44 3. 70 1.73 1.12 1.50 2. 24 . 72 1.84 
1944-45 4.04 2.61 1.22 1.29 2. 24 .68 2. 01 
1945-46 4.54 2.35 1.20 1.46 J .08 . 96 2. 27 
1946-47 5.14 1.39 1.91 2. 49 5. 28 1.11 2.89 
1947-48 5. 21 2.19 2.18 2. 28 4-97 1.82 3,11 
1948-49 5.11 2. 22 2.53 2. 72 5. 25 1.66 3. 25 
1949-50 4,98 J .05 2. 28 2.76 5. 20 1.90 3.36 
1950-51 5.68 2.79 2.u. 3.05 5.55 1.83 3.56 
1951-52 5. 05 2.21 2.21 2. 92 5.28 1.97 3. 27 
1952-53 4-73 2.72 2.72 2.78 5.39 2.18 3.42 
1953-5h 5.53 2.53 3.01 3.u7 6.27 2.30 3.79 Region 
Average 4.68 2.76 2.38 2.~2 4.40 1.66 J . 05 °' 0) 
Source: Fort Hays Kansas State College Bulletins, Vol. XXI through Vo . XLV (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas 
State Printing Office); Biennial Reports of Kansas State Department of Agriculture, 1929-30 through 
1953-54 (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) 
The Nor thern Low Plams (the largest region) ranks second with 
an average of 4 . 40 students per 1,000 population to the enrollment 
of Fort Hays Kansas State College. The trend for this region 
reflects an mcrease in the number of students contributed per 1,000 
population since the close of World War II . The Northern Low Plains 
contributed 6 . 27 students per 1,000 population to the enrollment of 
Fort Hays Kansas State College in 1953-54. 
The trend for the High Plains Grazing Region since 1946-47 
seems to have leveled off to a contribution of approximately 2.5 
students per l,OuO . From 1934- 35 through 1942-43 this region 
contributed an average of 3. 72 students per 1,000 population . 
With t he exception of the Northern Low Plains Region the 
regions of the 51-County Area had not reached or gone beyond the 
high student contribution to the enrollment of Fort Hays Kansas State 
College during the 1938 to 1942 per_od. 
IV . ,FORT HAYS KANSAS STA11E COT.J.~GE 
Er ROLLMENT DISTRIBUTION BY REGION 
Fort Hays Kansas State College has received an average of 
98 . 5 per cent of its enrollment fro~ Kansas for the period 1929-30 
through 1954- 55 with the high of 99.5 per cent occurring in 1933-34 
and 1943-44 and the low of 96 . 9 per cent occurring in 1948-49 
(Table XXVIII, page 70) . The 51-County Area has contributed an 
average of 91 . 2 per cent of the enrollment to Fort Hays Kansas 
State College for the same period with the high of 94 . 3 per cent 
occurring in 1944-45 and the low of 88 per cent occurring in 1929-30. 
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TABLE XXVIII 
FORT HAYS KAN SAS STATE COLLEGE ENROLLliENT; 
51-COUNTY AREA AND KANSAS CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE COLLEGE ENROLUJENT: 1929-30 through 1954-55 
FHKSC 51-County Area Kansas Kansas 
Year Total Area Percent Total Percent 
1929-30 1,338 1,177 88.0 1,314 98 .2 
1930-31 1,470 1,304 88.7 1,4Ll+ 98 . 2 
1931-32 1,487 1,342 90.3 1,469 98 .8 
1932-33 1,394 1,253 89 . 9 1,386 99 .4 
1933-34 1,158 1,061 91.6 1,152 99.5 
1934-35 l,42Lf 1,305 91.6 1,L!l5 99.4 
1935-36 1,892 1,732 91.5 1,869 98.8 
1936-37 1,660 1,504 90.6 1,628 98 .1 
1937-38 1,696 1,527 90 .0 1.,683 99 .2 
1938-39 1,882 1,674 89 .0 1,867 99 . 2 
1939-L.o 1, 922-l~ 1.,757 91.4 1,900 98.9 
1940-41 1,992 1,823 91.5 1,973 99 .1 
1941-42 1,745 1.,611 92 .3 1,732 99 . 3 
1942-43 1,429 1,316 92.1 1.,408 98.5 
1943-44 826 777 94.1 822 99 . 5 
1944-45 842 794 94.3 836 99.3 
1945-46 1,072 975 91.0 1.,043 97-3 
1946-47 1.,656 1,495 90 .3 1.,620 97.8 
1947-48 1.,630 1,486 91.2 1.,594 97 .8 
1948-49 1,800 1.,609 89 .4 1.,71.l+ 96 .9 
1949-50 1,795 1,622 90.~ l,7b.4 97.2 
1950-51 1.,940 1,768 91.1 1,891 97.5 
1951-.52 1,760 1,636 93 .0 1,728 98.2 
1952-53 1,804 1.,690 93.7 1,777 98.5 
1953-54 2.,079 1,934 93 .0 2,0.51 98.6 
1954-55 2,436 2,258 92.7 2,405 98.7 
Average 1,620 1.,478 91.2 1,596 98.5 
1~rror in totaling county distribution 
Source: Fort Hays Kansas State College Bulletins, Vol . XXI through 
Vol. XLV (Topake, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) 
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Thus , the enrollment contribution to Fort Hays Kansas Stat e College 
has been rel atively stable from the state, and t he enrollment contri-
bution from the 51-County Area has increased by 1.5 per cent over the 
first 13 years of the period. 
Norther n High Plains . In comparing the actual number of 
students f r om the Norther n High Plains with the total enrollment 
of Fort Hays Kansas State College, this region reflects a decrease 
in its share of students contributed (Tabl e XXIX, page 72) . As a 
per centage of the t otal enrol lment of Fort Hays Kansas State College, 
the Nor thern High Pl ains contributed 16 . 3 per cent in 1930-31, 21 . 3 
per cent in 1941.-42 , and 14. 2 per cent in 1954-55 . The five-year 
average of 15 .1 per cent f r om 1950- 51 through 1953- 54 was the lowest 
average although the aver age of 302 students for the sa.me 5-year 
per iod was t he s econd highest contribution of the 25-year period . 
High Plains Grazing . The s tudent contribution from the High 
Plains Grazing Region as a percentage of the t otal college enrol lment 
has been r elatively stabl e through the 25-year per iod with the high 
of 2. 5 per cent of t he total enrol lment of Fort Hays Kansas State 
College occurring duri ng the 5-year period f r om 1940-41 t hrough 
1944-45 (Table XXX, page 73). The average of 44.2 students cont ri-
buted to Fort Hays Kansas State College for the 5-year peri od f rom 
1935-36 through 1939-40 was the maximum average for the 25-year 
period with the 5-year average of 38.4 students cont r ibuted from the 
Hi gh r lains Grazing Region fron 1950-51 through 1954-55 ranking second. 
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TABLE XXIX 
FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE ENnOLIJvIENT DISTRIBUTION 
FOR NORTHERN HIGH PLAINS: 1930-31 THROUGH 1954-55 
% Increase % of Total 5-year % of Total 
Year Enrollment over Enrollment Average Average 
1930-31 Enrollment Enrollment 
1930-31 239 16.3 
1931-32 244 2.1 16 .4 
1932-33 222 - 7.1 15.9 
1933-34 173 -27.6 14.9 
1934-35 198 -17 .2 13.9 215 . 2 15.5 
1935-36 278 16.3 14.7 
1936-37 272 13.8 16.4 
1937-38 279 16.7 16.5 
1938-39 346 44 .8 18.4 
1939-40 352 47.3 18.3 305.4 16.9 
1940-41 393 64 .4 19.7 
1941-42 372 55 .6 21.3 
1942-43 285 19.2 19 .9 
1943-44 198 -17 .2 2Lr .O 
1944-45 211 -11.7 25 .1 291.8 21.4 
1945-46 234 - 2.1 21.8 
1946-47 270 13.0 16. 3 
1947-48 278 16.3 17.1 
1948-49 279 16.7 15.5 
1949-50 275 15.1 15.3 283.2 17.8 
1950-51 321 34.3 16 .6 
1951-52 279 16.7 15 .9 
1952-53 260 8.8 14.4 
1953-54 305 27 .6 14.7 
1954-55 345 hlr .4 lJ.r.2 302.0 15.1 
Source: Fort Hays Kansas State College Bulletins ., Vol. XXI through 
Vol. XLV TT'o'Peka., Kansas : Kansas State Printing Office) 
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TABLE XXX 
FORT HAYS KAN SAS STATE COIJ.EGE ENROLLME1-ir DIS'I'RJBUTION 
FOR HIGH PLAINS GRAZING: 1930-31 THROUGH 1954-55 
% Increase 5 Year )b of Total 
Year Enrollment over % of Total Average Average 
1930- 31 Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment 
1930- 31 24 1.6 
1931-32 19 - 20 . 8 1.3 
1932-33 20 - 16. 7 1.4 
1933-34 30 25 . 0 2.6 
1934-35 45 87 .5 3.2 27 .6 2.0 
1935-36 43 79 . 2 2.3 
1936-37 35 45 . 8 2.1 
1937-38 41 70 .8 2.4 
1938-39 53 120.8 2.8 
1939-40 49 lOh. 2 2.6 44. 2 2.4 
1940- 41 45 87 .5 2. 3 
1941- 42 43 79. 2 2.5 
1942- 43 38 58 .3 2. 7 
1943-44 18 - 25 .0 2. 2 
1944-45 27 12 .5 3. 2 34.2 2.5 
1945-46 24 2. 2 
1946- 47 15 - 37 .5 .9 
1947-1~8 25 L~ .2 1.5 
1948-h9 27 12 . 5 1.5 
1949-50 41 70 . 8 2.3 26 .4 1.5 
1950-51 39 62 .5 2. 0 
1951-52 30 25 .0 1.7 
1952-53 36 50 .0 2.0 
1953-54 34 41 . 7 1.6 
1954-55 53 120.8 2. 2 3B .4 1.5' 
Source: Fort Hays Kansas State College Bulletins, Vol. XXI through 
Vol. XLV (Topeka, Kansas : Kansas State Printing Office) 
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Southwestern High Plains . The 5-year period from 1950-51 
through 1954- 55 recorded the highest average of 218 . 6 students for 
the 25-year period which represented 10.9 per cent of the average 
enrollment of Fort Ha~rs Kansas State College (Table XXXI , page 75). 
The number of students contributed in 1954-55 from the Southwestern 
High Plains Region was 269 which was the greatest sinele-year contri-
bution for the 25-year period. The 5-year per iod from 1935-36 
through 1939- L~0 represented the maximum average contribution of 12 per 
cent of the Fort Hays Kansas State College enrollment . 
Western Corn Belt . The 5-year period from 1935-36 through 
1939- 40 recorded the maximum of 220 . 2 students which represented 
12 . 2 per cent of the Fort Hays Kansas State College enrollment 
(Table XXXII, page 76) . .Although an average of 195 students was 
contributed from this region duri__r1g the 5-year period 1950-51 through 
1954- 55, the contribution represented 9. 7 per cent of the average 
enrollment of Fort Hays Kansas State College for the period which 
lacks only . 9 per cent of being the lowest 5-year average for the 
25-year period. 
Northern Low Plains . A total of 1,332 students contributed 
from the Northern Low Plains in 1954-55 represented the maximum 
contri bution for the 25-year period of 54. 7 per cent of. the enrollment 
of Fort Hays Kansas State College (Table XXXIII, page 77) . This 
region has also reflected a steady increase in its contribution to 
the enrollment both in numbers and as a percentage of the total 
college enrollment for the past ten years . The 5-year average of 
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TABLE XXXI 
FORT HAYS KAL"\TSAS STATE COLLEGE ENROLLMENT DISTRIBUTION 
FOR SOUTHWESTEIDJ HIGH PLAINS: 1930-31 THROUGH 1954-55 
% Increase % of Total 5 Year 'lo of Total 
Year Enrollment over Enrollment Average Average 
1930-31 Enrollment Enrollment 
1930-31 155 10.5 
1931-32 167 7.7 11. 2 
1932- 33 136 -12 .3 9.8 
1933- 34 133 -14. 2 11.5 
1934-35 189 21.9 13 .3 156.o 11.3 
1935- 36 202 30.3 10.7 
1936-37 218 40 .6 13 .1 
1937-38 223 43 .9 13. 2 
1938-39 223 43 .9 11.9 
1939-40 221 42 . 6 11.5 217 . 2 12.0 
1940-41 212 36 .8 10.6 
1941-42 192 23 .9 11.0 
1942-43 152 - 1.9 10 .6 
1943-44 73 -52.9 8.8 
1944-45 79 -49 .0 9.4 141.6 10.4 
1945-46 80 -48 .4 7.5 
1946-47 136 -12 .3 8. 2 
1947-tiB 157 1.3 9.6 
1948-49 193 24 .5 10.7 
1949-50 162 17 .4 10 .1 149.6 9.4 
1950-51 193 24.5 10.0 
1951-52 173 11 .6 9.8 
1952-53 215 38 .7 11.9 
1953-54 243 56.8 11. 7 
1954-55 269 73 .5 ll.O 218 .6 10.9 
Source: Fort Hays Kansas State College Bulletins, Vol. XXI through 
Vol. XLV (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) 
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TABLE XXXII 
FORT HAYS KANS.AS STATE COLLEGE ENROLLl'.iENT DISTRIBUTION 
FOR WESTERN CORN B:EI,T: 1930-31 THROUGH 1954-55 
% Increase 5-Yea.r % of Total 
Year Enrollment over % of Total Average Average 
1930-31 Enrollment Errcollment Enrollment 
1930-31 168 11. 4 
1931-32 183 8. 9 12 .3 
1932-33 151 -10 .1 10.8 
1933-34 96 -42.9 8.3 
1934-35 125 -25 .6 8.8 ll.~ .6 10.4 
1935-36 220 31.0 11 .6 
1936-37 200 19.0 12 .1 
1937-38 200 19 .0 ll .8 
19.38-39 229 36 .3 12 . 2 
1939-40 252 50 .0 13 .1 220 . 2 12.2 
1940-41 238 41.7 12. 0 
1941-42 199 18.5 11.4 
1942-43 174 3.6 12. 2 
1943-~- 98 -41 . 7 11.9 
1944-45 84 -50.0 10. 0 158 .6 11 .6 
1945-46 95 -43 -5 8.9 
1946-47 161 - 4. 2 9. 7 
1947-48 148 -11.9 9.1 
1948-49 179 6.5 9.9 
1949-50 179 6.5 10.0 152.4 9.6 
1940-51 201 19.6 10.4 
1951-52 190 13.1 10.8 
1952-53 181 7.7 10.0 
1953-54 194 15. 5 9. 3 
1954-55 209 24.4 8.6 195.0 9.7 
Source: Fort Hays Kansas State College Bulletins, Vol. XXI through 
Vol. XLV (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) 
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TABLE XXXIII 
FORT HAYS KAN SAS STATE COLLEGL ENROLLliENT DIS'.LRIBUTION 
FOR NORTHERN LOW I- LAINS: 1930-31 THROUGH 1954-55 
% Increase 5-Year 5& of Total 
Year Enrollment over Jo of Total Average Average 
1930-31 Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment 
1930-31 699 47.6 
1931-32 705 . 9 47 .4 
1932-33 704 .7 50 .5 
1933-34 605 -ll4 52.3 
1934-35 706 1.0 49.6 683 .8 49 .3 
1935-36 944 35 .1 49 . 9 
1936-37 736 5.3 44.3 
1937-38 748 7.0 44 .1 
1938-39 790 13.0 42.0 
1939-40 849 21.5 44 .2 813 . 4 44 . 9 
1940-4l 898 28 .5 45.1 
194l-42 761 8.9 43 .6 
1942-43 648 - 7.3 45 .4 
1943-44 379 -45 .8 45 . 9 
1944-45 383 -45 .2 45 .5 613 .8 44.9 
1945-46 528 - 24 .5 49 .3 
1946-47 896 28 .2 54.1 
1947-48 849 21.5 52 .1 
1948-49 904 29.3 50 .2 
1949-50 914 30.8 50. 9 818 . 2 51.4 
1950-51 984 40.8 50 .7 
1951-52 933 33 .5 53 .0 
1952-53 963 37.8 53 .4 
1953-54 1,121 60 .4 53 . 9 
1954-55 1,332 90 .6 54. 7 1,063.6 53 .1 
Source: Fort Hays Karisas State College Bulletins, Vol. XXI Through 
Vol. XLV (Topeka, Kansas: Kansas State Printing Office) 
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of 1063 . 6 students for 1950- 51 through 1954-55 was the maximu.rn 
5-year average and represented an average of 53 .1 per cent which was 
also the maximum average of the college enrollment for the same period. 
Eroded Plains . For the Eroded Plains Region the total contri-
bution of 50 students to the enrollment of Fort Hays Kansas State 
College in 1954-55 was the ma.xiJrnl.r1 contribution for the 25-year 
period (Table XXXIV, page 79) . The 5-year average of 36.6 students 
contributed to the college enrollment from 1950-51 through 1954-55 
ranked second to the 5-year period of 1935-36 tlu~ough 1939-40 which 
was an average of 38 . 2 students from the Eroded Plains Region. As a 
percentage of the 5-year average enrollment of Fort Hays Kansas State 
College the 1950- 51 through 1954- 55 period represented 1 . 8 per cent 
as compared with 2.1 per cent- -the maxinmm average--for the 1935-36 
through 1939- 40 period. For the 25-year period the student contri-
bution by the Eroded Plains Area as a percentage of the total enrollment 
of Fort Hays Kansas State College is relatively stable ranging from 
1.5 per cent to 2 .1 per cent of the college enrollment. 
V . SUHHARY 
The enrollments in higher educational institutions in Kansas 
are higher than those of the United States when a comparison is 
made with the total population, number of first-time student, and 
first- time students as a percentage of the previous year's high 
School graduates . 
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TABLE XXXIV 
FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLIDE ENROLLllENT DISTRIBl.JTION 
FOR ERODED PLAINS: 1930- 31 THROUGH 1954-55 
% Increase 5-Year % of Total 
Year Enrollment over % of Total Average Average 
1930-31 l!,nrollment Enrollment Enrollment 
1930-31 19 1.3 
1931-32 24 26 .3 1.6 
1932-33 20 5. 3 1.4 
1933-34 24 26 .3 2.1 
1934-35 42 121.1 J.u 25 .8 1.9 
1935-36 45 136 .8 2.4 
1936-37 43 126 .3 2.6 
1937- 38 36 89 . 5 2.1 
1938-39 33 73 . 7 1.8 
1939- 40 34 78 . 9 1.8 38 . 2 2.1 
1940- 41 37 94. 7 1.9 
1941-42 39 105 .3 2.2 
1942-43 19 1.3 
1943- 44 11 -42 .1 1.3 
1944-45 10 -47 -4 1.2 23 . 2 1.7 
1945-46 14 - 26 . 3 1.3 
1946-47 17 -10 .5 1.0 
1947-48 29 52 .6 1.8 
1948-49 27 42 .1 1.5 
1949-50 31 63 . 2 1.7 23 .6 1.5 
1950-51 30 57 .9 1.6 
1951-52 31 63 . 2 1.8 
1952-53 35 84.2 1.9 
1953-54 37 88 .9 1.8 
1954-55 50 163 . 2 2.1 36 .6 1.8 
Source: Fort Hays Kansas State College Bulletins, Vol. XXI through 
Vol . XLV (Topeka, Kansas : Kansas State Printing Office) 
The first-time students enrolling at Fort Hays Kansas State 
College has consistantly reflected a higher percentage of the total 
enrollment since 1948 than the same comparison for both Kansas and 
the United States . 
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The 18-24 year old age group in Kansas is gradually decreasing 
as a percentage of the total population, but the number of students 
enrolling in higher educational institutions is increasing consider-
ably. This trend also holds true for the 51-County Area. A larger 
percentage of the student supply which is diminishing is enrolling 
at Fort Hays Kansas State College. In 1930 the 18-24 year old age 
group represented 12 . 5 per cent of the population of Kansas . Of this 
age group .6 per cent was enrolled at Fort Hays Kansas State College. 
Twenty years later the 18-24 year old age group had declined to 10.3 
per cent of the population of Kansas. However, despite the decline, 
the enrollment of Fort Hays Kansas State College represented 1 per 
cent of the age group in 1950 . From 1935 to 1941 the births in Kansas 
declined . Thus, this decline will also be reflected in the 18-24 
year old age group in later years . 
With the exception of the Northern Low Plains, all regions 
within the 51-County Area have not reached the :ma.xi.mum contribution of 
students to Fort Hays Kansas State College which was attained during 
the late 1930 1 s and early 1940 1s, both as a percentage of the 
population and as a percentage of the total college enrollment. 
CHAPTER V 
FUTURE ENROLLMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
Education in the United States is recognized as a responsibility 
of each state. The burden of education is not distributed evenly among 
the states nor do the states exert equal effort in educational opportum..-
ties. Thus, extreme variations in the gro~rth of higher education is 
present among the states. 
The increased birth rate over the nation points to the fact that 
from the increased supply alone, there will be an increase in enroll-
ments for several years t o come. In later years as the f ern.aJ.es of this 
increasing population reach motherhood, the population increase wil.l 
become large even with a reduced birth rate. The fact remains that the 
student supply for the next 15 years is already in existence. 
Projected College Enrollment in the United States. In the repor~, 
The Impending Tidal Wave of Students, prepared by Ronald B. Thompson, 
Ohio State University Registrar, for the American Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers, the following college 
enrollment projection was presented (Table XXXV, page 82). This 
projection was made assuming a 31 per cent attendance of the 18-21 year 
old age group. According to this projection the Dnited States will have 
a decrease in 1955 of 7.1 per cent of the 1950 college e~.rollment. Through 
the following years this decrease will be gradually overcome, and by 
1960 the enrollment will represent a 2.4 per cent increase over 1950. 
By 1965 the enrollment will increase to 27.7 per cent, and in 1970 
it will be 55.4 per cent greater than the 1950 enrollment. 
TABLE XXXV 
PRDJECTED COLLEGE ENROLLI-JENT FOR THE 
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Source : On Iowa, Vol. XXX (University of Iowa, Iowa City, January-
February,19~ 
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Method of Projection for .l:•ansas and Fort Hays Kansas State 
College Enrollment . Two projections based on the findings of the 
preceeding chapters pertaining to the Kansas anci Fort Hays Kansas 
State College enrollments in higher education are presented in the 
following tables . 
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The 18-24 year old age group for each division--state, 51-County 
Area, and six regions--was deter:rrined by the application of the 
mortality rates of the 19~l Commissioner ' s Standard Ordinary Hortality 
Table to the annual births recorded for each division fron 1931 
through 1952 and projected to the desired age 18 to 24 years hence . 
Thus , the gross student supply for each single year from 1955 through 
1970 was determined . 
rojection I and II were made assuming the following conditions 
would hold: 
1 . No catastrophic war, drought, or epidemic . 
2. No material change in the economic activity . 
3 . The migration factor is constant for all age 
g-roups and the rate will not change materially. 
4 . The percentage of 18-24 year olds attending 
college will remain constant. 
Projection I for each division was made with the specific 
assumptions that the average exodus of population from 1939 through 
1953 (15 year period) and the average contribution of the 18-24 year 
old age group to the enrollment for 1940 and 1950 will continue at 
the same rate through 1970. 
Projection II for eacn. division was made with the specific 
assumptions that the average exodus of population from 19~.9 through 
1953 (5 year period) and the contribution of the 18-24 year old age 
group t o the enrollment for 1950 will continue at the same rate 
through 1970. 
It is realized that all of the factors governing the increase 
in enrollment are not taken into consideration in this study, but 
the basic factors established by an analysis of past data have been 
reasonably determined . 
Projected College Enrol lment for Kansas. Assuming an exodus 
rate of 4.3 per 1,000 of the 18-24 year old age group and a contri-
bution to the enrollment in higher education of 16.4 per cent of the 
age group , Kansas will have a decrease in enrollment in 1960 of 
16.2 per cent of the 1950 enrollment . By 1965 the enrollment will 
still record a decrease of .8 per cent of the 1950 enrollment . In 
1970 the enrollment will increase to 23 .4 per cent of the 1950 
enrollment (Table XX.XVI, page 86, Projection I). Assuming an exodus 
rate of 5.6 per 1,000 of the 18-24 year old age group and a contri-
bution to the enrollment in higher education of 20 per cent of the 
age group , Kansas will have an enrollment increase of 2 per cent 
over the 1950 figure. By 1965 the enrollment increase over 1950 
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will be 20.9 per cent . In 1970 Kansas will have an increase of 50.2 
per cent over the 1950 enrollment (Table XXXVI , page 86, Projection II). 
It is interesting to note that according to the report, The 
Impending Tidal Wave of Students, prepared by Ronald B. Thompson, 
the 18-21 year old age group in Kansas will number 114,949 in 1960; 
143,664 in 1965; and 169,274 in 1970. 
The 18-21 yea:r old age group in Kansas as projected in this 
study will number 116,720 in 1960; 142,631 in 1965; and 176,237 in 
1970 . 
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Projected Enrollment for Fort Hays Kansas State College. Table 
XXXVII on page 87 which presents the two projections of enrollments 
for Fort Hays Kansas State College is the combined findings of the 
six regional projections . Projection I records an increase in the 
Fort Hays Kansas State College enrollment by 1960 of 14 per cent over 
the 1950 enrollment with the 51-County Area contributing 15 per cent 
more students than in 1950. By 1965 the enrollment will be 21.1 per 
cent greater than the 1950 figure with the 51-County Area contributing 
23 per cent more students . In 1970 the enrollment of Fort Hays 1.ansas 
State College will be 51 . 6 per cent greater than the 1950 enrollment 
with the 51-County Area contribut:ing 54 per cent more students than 
in 1950 . 
Projection II records an increase of 20.1 per cent in enrollment 
over 1950 for Fort Hays Kansas State College in 1960 with the 51-County 
Area contributing 22 . 5 per cent more students than in 1950. By 1965 
the increase over the 1950 enrollment will be 27 per cent with the 
51-County Area contributing 29.5 per cent more students than in 1950. 
In 1970 the enrollment for Fort Hays Kansas State College will be 
58 .1 per cent greater than in 1950 . The 51-County Area will contribute 
61 . J per cent more students in 1970 than in 1950 . 
TABLE; XXXVI 
PROJECTED STUDENT SUPPLY .AJ:ID CONTRIBUTION 
TO COLLME ENROLLIJENT FROl1 KANSAS : 1955-1970 
PROJECTION I PROJECTIOIJ II 
Year 18- 24 Enrolled in Jo Increase 113- 24 Enrolled in 
Age Gr oup Higher Educ . over 1950 Age Group Higher Educ . 
1955 206, 027 33, 788 - 13 .5 205, 758 41, 152 
1956 202, 714 33, 245 - 14.9 202 , 449 40, 490 
1957 199, 901 32, 784 - 16 .1 199, 640 39,928 
1958 1J8, 294 32 , 520 - 16 .8 1;18,035 39, 607 
1959 196, 248 32 , 185 - 17 .6 195, 992 39,198 
1960 199, 602 32 , 735 - 16. 2 199, 341 39 , 868 
1961 205, 411 33, 687 - 13 .8 205 , 143 41, 029 
1962 210, 936 34, 594 - 11.5 210, 661 42 , 132 
1963 212, 667 34, 877 - 7 o. 7 212 , 389 42,478 
1964 221, 649 36, 350 7. O 221,359 44, 272 
1965 236 .449 38, 778 .6 236, 140 47,228 
1966 247 , 931 40, bol 4.1 247 , 605 49, 522 
1967 257 , 264 42 , 191 6.0 256, 928 ;;1, 386 
1968 264, 730 43, 416 11.1 264,384 52,877 
1969 276, 432 45, 335 16 .0 276, 071 55, 214 
1970 293, 897 48,199 23 .4 293,513 58,703 
I Average Exodus of 4.3 per 1,000 (1939-.SJ) 
Contribution of 16 . h~v of 18-24 Ar;e Group (.Average of 1940 and 1950) 
II Average Lxodus of 5.6 per 1, 000 (1949-53) 




















PROJECTED STUDENT SUPPLY 1\JIID CONTRIBUTION 
TO FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE gNR01,LMENT FRON 
.51-COUNTY AREA: 19.S.S-1970 
PROJECTION I PROJECTION II 
18-24 Contri- % Inc. Total % Inc. 18-24 Contri- % Inc . Total % Inc. 
Year Age bution over FHKSC over Age bution over FHKSC over 
Group to FHKSC 19.50 Enrollment 1950 Group to FHKSC 1950 Enrollment 19.50 
1955 .53,177 2,0.57 26 .8 2, 241 24 .8 53,105 2,167 33 .6 2,350 30. 9 
1956 52,213 2,022 24.7 2, 203 22 . 7 52,100 2,129 31.3 2, 309 28.6 
1957 51,406 1, 992 22 .8 2,170 20 . 9 51, 340 2,101 29.5 2, 279 27 .0 
1958 50,380 1, 951 20 .3 2,125 18.4 50, 315 2,059 26 .9 2,233 24 .4 
1959 49,114 1,903 17 .3 2,073 15.5 49, 052 2,008 23 .8 2,176 21.3 
1960 48,421 1, 879 15.8 2, 047 14. 0 46 ,363 1,987 22 .5 2,155 20.1 
1961 48,107 1,866 15 .0 2, 033 13 . 3 48 , 046 1,973 21.6 2,140 19. 2 
1962 48,367 1,873 15 .5 2, 040 13 .6 48 , 305 1, 978 21.9 2,145 19.5 
1963 46,047 1,856 14.4 2, 022 12.6 47 , 980 1,959 20 .8 2, 125 18 .4 
1964 49,038 1,891 16 .6 2, 060 lL~ . 8 48 , 965 1,994 22 .9 2,163 20 .5 
1965 51,777 1,995 23 .0 2,173 21.1 51, 697 2,101 29 .5 2, 279 27 .0 
1966 54, 527 2,093 29 .0 2,280 27 . 0 54,436 2, 200 35 .6 2, 386 32 . 9 
1967 57, 252 2,191 35.1 2,387 33 . 0 57 ,146 2, 302 41.9 2, 497 39.1 
1968 59,681 2,281 40.6 2, 485 38 .4 59, 564 2,395 47 . 7 2,598 44. 7 
1969 62,239 2,376 46.5 2, 588 44.2 62,111 2,4&9 53 .5 2, 700 50.4 
1970 65,513 2,498 54.0 2, 721 51.6 65,377 2,616 61.3 2,637 58 .1 
I Average 51-County Contribution (1939-53) 1,486 18- 24 Age Group, 91 . 8~o of Total 
Average State Contribution (1939-53) 1,591, 98 . 3% of Total 
II Average 51-County Contribution (1949-53) 1,730, 92 . 2~ of Total (X) 
Average State Contribution (1949-53) 1,838, 98 . 0~ of Total -.J 
TABLE XXXVIII 
PROJECTlID SWDEJIJT SUPPLY AND CONTRIBUTION 
TO FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGt ~NROLLMENT FROM 
NORTHERN HIGH HAINS REGION : 1955-1970 
PROJECTION I PROJECTION II 
Year 18-24 Contribution % Increase 18-24 Contribution 
Age Group to FHKSC over 1950 Age Group t o FID<:SC 
1955 8,061 379 37 .8 8, 074 363 
1956 7,814 367 33.5 7, 783 350 
1957 7,649 360 31 .5 7.661 345 
1958 7,478 351 27 .6 7,490 337 
1959 7,242 340 23 .6 7,254 326 
1960 7,002 329 19.6 7,013 316 
1961 6,927 326 1".5 6,938 312 
1962 6,873 323 17., 6, b84 310 
1963 6,768 318 15 .6 6,779 305 
1964 6,925 325 18. 2 6, 936 312 
1965 7,267 342 24 .4 7, 279 328 
1966 7,670 360 30 . 9 7,683 346 
1967 7, 968 374 36.0 7, 981 359 
1968 8,337 392 42.5 8,350 377 
1969 8,771 412 49 .8 8, 785 355 
1970 9,343 439 59 .6 9,359 421 
I Average Exodus of 19.8 per 1,000 (1939-53) 
Contribution of 4.7% of 18-24 Age Group (Average of 1940 and 1950) 
II Average Exodus of 18. 2 per 1,000 (1949-53) 





















PROJECTED STUDENT SUrrLY .AND CONTRIBUTION 
TO FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGi ENROLLMENT FID M 
HIGH PLAINS GRAZING REGION : 1955-1970 
PROJECTION I PROJECTION II 
Year 18-24 Contr ibution % Increase 18- 24 Contribution 
Age Group to FHKSC over 19.50 Age Gr oup to ?HKSC 
195.5 1,583 49 19.5 1, 552 39 
1956 1,533 48 17 .1 1, 503 38 
1957 1,525 47 14.6 1,496 37 
1958 1,528 47 14.6 1, 498 37 
1959 1, 524 47 14.6 1, 495 37 
1960 1,471 46 12 . 2 1, 442 36 
1961 1,489 46 12.2 1, 460 37 
1962 1,517 47 1)1 .6 1,488 37 
1963 1, 564 48 1( .1 1,533 3b 
1964 1,602 5o 22 .0 1, 570 39 
1965 1, 703 53 29 .3 1,670 42 
1966 1, 877 58 41.5 1,841 46 
1967 2,108 65 58 .5 2, 067 52 
1968 2, 272 70 70 . 7 2,228 56 
1969 2, 484 77 87 .8 2,435 61 
1970 2, 685 83 102 .4 2,633 66 
I Aver age Exodus of 7. 7 per 1, 000 (1939-53) 
Contr ibut ion of 3.1% of 18-24 Age Group (Average of 1940 and 1950) 
II Aver age Exodus of 27 .0 per 1,000 (1949-53) 




- 7.3 - 9.8 
- 9.8 
- 9.8 
- 12 .2 
- 9.8 
- 9.8 










PROJ~CTED STUDENT SUPPLY .AND CONTRIBUTION 
TO FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE ENROLL:MENT FROM 
SOUTHWESTERN HIGH PLAINS REGION: 1955-1970 
PROJ1CTION I PROJECTION II 
Year 18- 24 Contribution % Increase 18- 24 Contribution 
Age Group to FHKSC over 1950 Age Group to FHKSC 
1955 10, 251 256 40 . 7 10,099 212 
1956 10,019 250 37 .4 9,870 207 
19.57 9, 771 244 34.1 9,626 202 
19.58 9, 470 237 30 .2 9,330 196 
1959 9,181 230 26 ,4 9,044 190 
1960 8,898 222 22 .0 8,766 184 
1961 8, 939 223 2,_.5 8,806 185 
1962 9, 077 227 24.7 8,942 188 
1963 9, 259 231 26 ,9 9,122 192 
1964 9, 574 239 31.3 9,431 l '..i8 
1965 10, 353 259 42 .3 10,199 214 
1966 11, 223 281 54 .4 11,056 232 
1967 12,184 305 67 .6 12,003 252 
1968 12,933 323 77 .5 12,741 268 
1969 13, 687 342 87 . 9 13,484 283 
1970 14, 485 362 98.9 14,270 JOO 
I Average Exodus of 5 per 1,000 (1939-53) 
Contr ibution of 2.5% of 18-24 Age Group (Averace of 1940 and 1950) 
II Average Exodus of 19 .8 per 1,000 (1949-53) 
Contribution of 2.1% of 18-24 Age Group (1950) 
% Increase 
over 1950 
16 • .5 


















PROJ ~CTED STUDENT SUP 1JLY .AND CONTRIBUTION 
TO FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE ENROLLMENT FROM 
W6STBRN COR,, B1LT REGION : 1955-1970 
PROJ1CTION I PROJ.:::,CTION II 
Year 18- 24 Contribution ;u Increase 18-24 Contribution J, Increase 
Age Group to FHKSC over 1950 Age Group to Flfa.SC over 1950 
1955 8,069 266 48 .6 8,093 275 53 .6 
1956 7.929 262 46 .4 7, 952 270 50.8 
-n 1957 7,809 258 44.1 7,832 266 48 .6 
0 1958 7,709 254 4l .9 7,731 263 46 .9 
1959 7, 461 246 37 .4 7,483 254 4l . 9 
::c 1960 7, 345 242 .3_,,. 2 7,367 250 39 .7 
--., 1961 7,236 239 33.5 7, 257 247 38 .0 (./) 0 
;:o 1962 7,387 244 36 . 3 7, 409 252 40 .8 
(/) 1963 7,186 237 32 .4 7,207 245 36.9 - -< -:: -t 1964 7,276 240 34.1 7,298 248 38.5 ( ::J:: :x:- 1965 7, .520 248 38 .5 7,542 256 43 .0 )c 
L ..., 1966 7,867 260 45 -3 7, 890 268 49 .7 - -J 1967 7,996 264 47.5 8,019 273 52 .5 :. , 
r 1 -< 1968 8,090 267 49 .2 8,114 276 .54 .2 
C" 1969 8, 248 272 52 .0 8,272 281 .57.0 




I Average Exodus of 17 .5 per 1,000 (1939-53) 
Contribution of 3.3p of 18- 24 A~e Gr oup (Average of 1940 and 19.50) 
II Average Exodus of 14.6 per 1,000 (1949-53) 
Contribution of 3.4% of 18-24 Age Group (1950) 'O I-' 
TABLE XLII 
PROJECTED STUDENT SUPPLY AND CONTRIBUTION 
TO FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE ENROLLMENT FROM 
NORTHERN LOW PLAiliS REGION : 1955-1970 
PROJECTION I PROJECTION II 
Year 18-24 Contribution % Increase 18- 2L~ Contribution 
Age Group to FHKSC over 1950 Age Group to ... •HKSC 
1955 23,271 1,070 17 .1 23,346 1, 237 
1956 23,020 1,059 15.9 23,095 1,224 
1957 22 ,787 1, 048 14.7 22 , 861 1,212 
1958 22,330 1,027 12 .4 22,402 1,187 
19.59 21, 850 1, 005 10.0 21,921 1,162 
1960 21,850 1,005 l o.o 21,921 1,162 
1961 21 , 679 997 9.1 21,749 1,153 
1962 21,667 997 9.1 21,737 1,152 
1963 21,449 987 6.0 21,519 1,141 
1964 21, 768 1,001 9 .5 21,838 1,157 
1965 22,929 l,0:,,5 15 . 4 23,003 1,219 
1966 23 , 774 1,094 19 . 7 23, 851 1,264 
1967 24, 828 1,142 24.9 24,909 1, 320 
1968 25, 793 1,186 29 .8 25,876 1,371 
1969 26 , 708 1,229 34.5 26,795 1,420 
1970 27 , 897 1,283 40 -4 27,988 1,463 
I Average Exodus of 13 .7 per 1,000 (1939-53) 
Contribution of 4.670 of 18-2Li A~e Group (Avera.be of 1940 and 1950) 
II Average Exodus of 10 .5 per 1,000 (1%9-53) 
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PROJ.iI:C'l'lill STUD,..,NT SUl'PLY AND CONTRIBUTION 
TO FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE illJROLLNENT FROM 
fill.ODED PLAINS R~GION: 1955-1970 
PROJJ.i.,CTION I PROJBCTION II 
Year 18- 24 Contribution % Increase 18- 24 Contribution 
Age Group to FHKSC over 1950 Age Group to FHKSC 
1955 1, 942 37 19 .4 1, 941 41 1956 1, 898 36 16 .1 1,897 !.iO 
1957 1, 865 35 12 . 9 1,864 39 1958 1, 865 35 12. 9 1, 86L. 39 1959 1, 856 35 12. 9 1,855 39 1960 1, 855 35 .L2. 9 1,854 39 1961 1, 837 35 12 . 9 1,836 39 1962 1,846 35 12 . 9 1,845 39 1963 1, 821 35 12. 9 1,820 JG 1964 1, 893 36 16 .1 1,892 !.iO 1965 2,005 38 22 .6 2, 004 42 1966 2, ll6 40 29.0 2, 115 44 1967 2,168 41 32 .3 2,167 46 1968 2,256 43 38 . 7 2,255 47 1969 2,341 44 41.9 2,340 49 1970 2, !.~94 !.i7 51.6 2,493 52 
I Average Exodus of 18 .0 per 1,000 (1S39-S3) 
Contribution of l.9;u of 18-2!.i Age Group (Average of 1940 and 19.50) 
II Average Exodus of 18 .5 per 1,000 (1949-53) 
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Summary . The enrollment in higher education for the United 
States will increase 2.4 per cent in 1960, 27 .7 per cent in 1965, 
and 55 .4 per cent in 1970 over the 1950 enrollment figure assuming a 
31 per cent att endance of the 18-21 year old age group . For the 
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period 1955 through 1959 there will be a slight decrease in enrollments . 
The migration from Kansas has been 6reater during recent 
years than in the past whic1. tends to reduce the supply of students 
although the counteracting trend seems to be an increase in the 
percentage of the stuci.ent supplj- enrolling in hj_gher educational 
institutions . By 1970 the Kansas enrollment in higher education 
will incr ease between 23 and 50 per cent over the 1950 enrollment . 
Fort Hays Kansas State College can e)q)ect an increase in 
enrollment between 52 and 58 per cent over the 1950 enrollment b0 1970 . 
CHAPTER VI 
SUN1YiARY AND OONCLUSIONS 
An expanding population is a reflection to a certain extent 
of favor able economic opportunities . However, the population trends 
in Kansas point to the conclusion that economic opportunities for 
many years have not been favorable for many Kansas residents . This 
observation, considered with the changing position of agriculture in 
the American economy, points up t he necessity for developing other 
segments of the economy in order to accommodate t he natural increase 
of population in Kansas . 
When the economic basis for a conmunity f ails to expand, 
economic stagnation with its evils arise . Thus, reduced incomes 
become common, property values decline, wages fall as jobs become 
scarce, and the young people find i t expeaient to leave the community. 
A stable or declining population whi ch contains a normal exceas of 
births over deaths clearly indicates an exodus of people, ordinarily 
an exodus of the young people . 
These trends cause the writer to view with a conservative 
attitude the expected increase in future enrollments at Fort Hays 
Kansas State College from the 51-County Area . 
Since Kansas is well adapted to large- scale farming, the 
improved mechanization of farm equipment has caused an increase in 
the size of farms , especially in the western half of the state which 
constitutes the major portion of t he area covered in this study . 
The movement toward l arge farmB has produced a decrease in the number 
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of farms , thus forcinr; the inhabitants of the area to seek other 
means for producing a livelihood. A l and area which once sui,ported 
several families is now occupied by only one family . The nunber of 
farms in the state has decreased approximately 21 per cent since 1930 
while the average size of the farms has increased 31 per cent . The 
number of farms in the 51- County Area has decreased approximately 
26 per cent during the same period while the average size of the 
farms has increased 46 per cent . 
With the apparent absence of industrial development in the 
western half of Kansas, inhabitants ol' t11e area have no other alternative 
except to move from the area . In the 51-County Area there were only 
eight cities with a population over 5,00U inhabitants in 1952. The 
size of the towns in the area further emphasizes the absence of 
industrial development. l'-!any of the trade centers of the area are 
increasing in population, but this trend does not connote a comparable 
:L11crease for the area since an increasing number of farmers are living 
in the towns and com...r:ru.ting in much the sa.,:1e fashion as the workers 
of large industrial area . 
For many years there has been a high rate of migration from 
Kansas . This record further substantiates the fact that lansas 
cannot support its natural population increase . Therefore, a hi~her 
rate of r,J.igration from the state will accompany a higher rate of 
natural increase of the population . Despite the :Lncrease in numbers 
within Kansas , the percentage of the nation ' s population living in 
Kansas has continued to decline ; and by 1952 the population living 
in Kansas represented 1.3 per cent of the nation's population while 
the 1930 representation was 1..5 per cent. The population increase 
over 1930 for the United States represented 27.5 per cent in 1952. 
The population increase for Kansas , however, represented a 7 per 
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cent increase over the 1930 figure . both the United States and Kansas 
have experienced approY..imately the same rate of increase for births 
and the sa.i11e rate of decrease for deaths. 
It was found from this study that the .51-County Area record 
for the 15-year period from 1939 through 19.53 indicated an excess of 
births over deaths of 77,186. However, the net exodus from the area 
for the same period was bO, 906 irLh.abitants. This area is not only 
losing its natural increase in Jopulation, but in addition it is 
losing more inhabitants than its natural increase. Although 1\ansas 
has overcome its population loss which occurred curing the late 
1930' s, the 51-Colmty Area has not. The percenta;_;e of Kansas 
inhabitants living in the .51-County Area is continuing to decrease, 
although the indicated natural increase of the area is at a greater 
rate than that of Kansas as a whole. 
The presence of oil and gas 1~oduction in the 51-County Area 
does not seem to produce a sufficient effect to overcome the exodus 
of inhabitants from the area. The Northern Low Plains region located 
in the heart of the "Wheat Belt contains six of the state's highest 
oil-producing counties. This region which is considered the richest 
part of the .51-County Area had the distinction of having the second 
highest rate of exodus of inhabitants per county for the 15-year period 
1939 through l ~.53 . 
1nrollments in higher educational institutions in the Dnited 
States have experienced an increase over the 1930 enrollments of 
approximately 109 per cent in 1952 . Kansas institutions for the 
same period record a.n increase of approximately 23 per cent over the 
1930 enrollments. 
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The 18-24 year old age group in Kansas is gradually decreasing 
as a percenta6e of the total population. however, the number of 
students enrolling in higher educational institutions is increasing . 
In 1930 the 18-24 year old age group represented 12.5 1Jer cent of the 
population of Kansas, and by 1950 the percentaie decreased to 10.3 per 
cent of the population . The number enrolled in higher educational 
institutions in J:\.ansas in 1930 was 9.2 _er cent of tLe 11.,-24 year old 
age group and in 1950 represented 20 per cent of the age group. 
Fort Hays Kansas State College has received an average of 
91. 2 per cent of its students from tr,P 51-County Area over the 
26-year period from 1929-30 through 1954-s~. This average has changed 
very little in recent For the 15-year period 1939-1953 the 
average number of students from the area represented 91.8 per cent of 
the enrollment of Fort Hays Kansas State College. For the period 
1949-53 the average contribution was 92 . 2 per cent o1 the enrollment. 
For the purposes of analysis it is assumed that Fort Hays Kansas 
State College will receive approximately the same percentage of its 
enrollment from this area in the future. 
The over-al~ figures from the two methods of projection used 
in this study differ by approximately 6 per cent, although the regional 
results from the two projections differ considerably more . The 
difference is attributed largely to the increase in the percenta6e 
of the 18- 24 year old age group attending Fort Hays Kansas State 
College and the decrease in the rate of exodus of population which 
was used in Projection II for the Northern Low Plains region . 
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The 18-24 year old age group for each division--state, 51-County 
Area, and six regions--was determined by the application of the 
mortality rates of the 1941 Co mnissioner ' s Standard Ordinary Nortality 
Table to the annual births recorded for each division from 1931 through 
1952 and projected to the desired age 18 to 24 years hence . Thus , the 
gross student sup)ly for each single vear from 195S through 1970 was 
determined . 
Projection I and II were made with the assumption that the 
following conditions would hold: 
1 . No catastrophic war, lrought, or epidenic. 
2 . No material chan6e in the economic activity. 
3 . The mibration factor is constant for all 
age groups and the rate will not change 
materia:;_ly . 
4 . The percentage of 18-24 year olds 
attending college will remain constant. 
Projection I for each division was made with the specific 
assumptions that the average exodus of population from 1939 through 
1953 (15 year period) and the average contribution of 18-24 year old 
age group to the enrollment for 1940 and 1950 wiJ.l continue at the 
same rate through 1970. 
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Proj ection II for each division was made with the specific 
assu.rqptions that the average exodus of population from 1949 through 
1953 (5 year period) and the contribution of the 18- 24 year old age 
group to the enrollment for 1950 will continue at the same rate 
through 1970 . 
Following are the results of lort Hays Kansas State College 
enrollments from Projection I and Projection II for 19S5, 1960, 1965, 
and 1970 using the 1950 e,rollment of Fort Hays Kansas State College 
as the base enrollment. 
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PROJECTION I 
Year 18-24 Contribution % Increase Total FHKSC Increase 
Age Group To FHKSC over 1950 Enrollment over 1950 
1955 53,177 2,057 26.8 2,241 24.8 
1960 48,421 1,879 15.8 2,047 14.0 
1965 51,777 1,995 23.0 2,173 21.1 
1970 65,513 2,498 54.0 2,721 51.6 
PROJ~CTION II 
Year 18-24 Contribution Jo Increase Total FHKSC ~; Increase 
Age Group To FHKSC over 1950 Enrollment over 1950 
1955 53,105 2,167 33.6 2,350 30.9 
1960 48,363 1,987 22.5 2,155 20.1 
1965 51,697 2,101 29.5 2,279 27.0 
1970 c5,377 2,616 61.3 2,837 58.1 
According to the projections based on the findings of this 
study, Fort Hays Kansas State College will experience a gradual 
decrease in enrollments for the next eight years; but vrill maintain 
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at the same time an increase over the 195U enrollment. It is believed 
that the rate of increase in enrollments currently anticipated by 
popular belief will not occur at Fort Hays Kansas State College. 
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